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Psalm 31:15 
By Ruth Winant Wheeler 


66 Y TIMES are in Thy hand,” 
O hand so safe, so strong, 
A hand which holds the sea, 
And guides the stars along! 


“My times are in Thy hand,” 
O hand so gentle, wise, 

‘Tis laid on children’s heads; 
It heals a blind man’s eyes! 


“My times are in Thy hand,” 
Whose Son, upon a tree 

Stretched forth His hands—nail-bound— 
And held them there for me! , 


O hand so wide in reach, 

It would the whole world bless; 
We would a shelter find 

Beneath its gentleness! 


The Secret of Perseverance 


As the years accumulate behind us 
in Christian work, most of us feel the 
need to have fulfilled in our lives the 
last clause of the great promise in Isa- 
iah 40:31, “They shall walk, and not 
faint.” How can we do this in these 
strenuous, perplexing days? Last sum- 
mer the 75th annual Convention took 
place amid the lovely surroundings of 
Keswick, England, and once again God’s 
gracious offer to meet our every need 


through Christ was held out to the thou- 
sands who came from all over the world. 
The annual report! containing all the 
addresses has been published, and in 
one of these, “The Secret of Steady Per- 
severance,” by the Rev. Gerald B. Grif- 
fiths, there is an unusually good answer 
to the question suggested at the head 
of this note. Toward the close of it 
Mr. Griffith said: “Christ can sustain 
us in the long and dreary days, with 
His own willing Spirit. And what a 
willing Spirit our Master possessed! 
The disciples, you recall, came back 
with food from the village in Samaria, 
and found Him very slow to eat. ‘Mas- 
ter,’ they said, ‘eat.’ ‘I have meat to 
eat that ye know not of. y meat and 
drink is to do the will of him that sent 
me, and to finish his work.’ To talk to 
that lonely, bewildered woman by the 
well; to see the light of hope kindled 
again in her eyes, was no hardship to 
our Lord. It was the very thing that 
His soul reveled in. ‘I delight to do thy 
will,’ it is written of Him. And let us 
not miss this thrilling comfort: the Holy 





“The Keswick Week, 1956” (Marshall, Mor- 
gan & Scott, London; may be ordered from 
A. W. Bradley, 92 Gordon Road, Ealing, Lon- 
don, W. 13, at $2 a copy). 
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Spirit actually imparts to us the very 
delight that Christ experienced in His 
Father’s work. I hope I can say this 
humbly; please believe me when I say. 
that I try to take the challenge of what 
I am about to say, to my own heart 
first. Christian work in these days is 
bound to be very strenuous, and some- 
times we break down under the strain 
of it. But its biggest strain is in our 
self-effort. It is what we do in the 
energies of the flesh, that really kills 
us. The most exhausting work of all 
is not that which is born of love for God 
and our _neighbor, but that devilish 
work that is born of our wretched con- 
ceit and vanity and jealousy; the desire 
to make an impression, to assert our- 
selves: it is our own miserable egotism 
—it is just that that makes Christian 
work a burden, .. . The Spirit of God 
will only glorify the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and I can only expect His rest and His 
power in so far as my desire is that 
Jesus Christ may be given the pre-emi- 
nence in His Church, &nd that by evan- 
gelism He may seé of the travail of His 
soul and be satisfied. He makes us, 
then, by His Holy Spirit, willing and 
eager. He creates desires within our 
hearts to work for Him.” 
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The Spirit Against the Flesh 


By Arthur Hedley 


“The flesh lusteth against the Spirit, 
and the Spirit against the flesh” (Gal. 
5:17). 


"Torta words carry a message full 
of hope and encouragement to be- 
lievers. We are deeply and sadly 
conscious of the power of the flesh to 
move us to do the evil “works of the 
flesh” (Gal. 5:19), but we do not suffi- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“In the last day, that great day 
of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, 
saying, If any man thirst, let him 
come unto me, and drink” (John 
7:37). 




















ciently realize that the almighty power 
of the Holy Spirit is engaged in an in- 
cessant war with the flesh. By opening 
our hearts to the Spirit, by claiming and 
appropriating His power by faith, by 
consistently following His leading, we 
shall be “more than conquerors” in the 
conflict with the world, the flesh, and 
the Devil. 

The apostle uses the word “flesh” in 
many connections and with different 
connotations, but in his different uses 
of the word there is one use which is 
characteristic of his mind:and thought. 
To Paul it is inextricably connected 
with sin. In this sense the word “flesh” 
loses its physical meaning and acquires 
an ethical meaning. In Ephesians 2:3 
Paul speaks of the “lusts of our flesh.” 


: 
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The body is the seat of sin; the instru- 
ment through which sin is practiced. 
The flesh may be described as that pro- 
pensity to evil which makes itself felt 
in our physical nature." When Paul 
speaks of this “body of sin” and of 
“death” (Rom, 6:6; 7:24) and exhorts 
believers to mortify the “deeds of the 
body” (Rom. 8:13), he is not using mere 
figures of speech. He is dealing with 
reality, and shows that which must be 
done if we would experience life abun- 
dant and eternal. The inclinations, de- 
sires of the flesh, are “contrary” to those 
of the Spirit (Gal. 5:17); they pull in 
opposite directions, the flesh to sin and 
death, the Spirit to holiness and life. 
The sins of the flesh are not only those 
grosser sins which were characteristic 
of pagans, but also what we would call 
mental sins, such as pride, envy, hate, 
strife, selfishness (see Gal. 5:19-21). It 
is of vital importance that we should re- 
member this, for these may be as deadly, 
as soul-destroying, as any bodily vice. 

The believers in Galatia were in grave 
danger of apostasy, of succumbing to 
the sins of the flesh. They caused Paul 
deep concern and much grief. God had 
sent forth the Spirit of the Son into 
their hearts, had adopted them as His 
sons (Rom. 8:14, 15), and now they 
showed unmistakable signs of losing 
their liberty in Christ, of being enslaved 
to Judaism, to fleshly sins. They were 
destroying the unity of the Spirit; they 
were ceasing to serve one another in 
love, and were showing the spirit of 
envy, provocation, unbrotherliness (Gal. 
5:15, 26). Theit condition was one of 
suspense and it could not continue per- 
manently. The hour comes when the 
victory of the flesh or of the Holy Spirit 
is irrevocably fixed (cf. Rev. 22:12). 
The struggle comes to a definitive issue. 
By pandering to the flesh, in whatever 
form, we become fleshly-minded, and 
Paul gravely warns us that to be fleshly- 
minded is death (Rom, 8:6). 

But it is the work and fruit of the 
Holy Spirit upon which Paul lays em- 
phasis, not on the works of the flesh. 
His obvious purpose is to reveal to the 
believers in Galatia the secret of life 
and liberty, of victory, joy, and peace. 
“Walk in the Spirit,” urges the apostle, 
“and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the 
flesh” (Gal. 5:16). To open the heart 
to the Spirit, to allow Him to lead and 


control, is “life and peace” (Rom. 8:6). - 


On what grounds did this bold assur- 
ance of Paul rest? It is because the 
Spirit and the flesh are opposites, the 
one is contrary to the other, they move 
and pull in different directions. Each 
is bent on déstroying the ascendancy 
of the other. The conflict is between 
the kingdom of light and the kingdom 
of darkness. Every lustful thought, 
every evil impulse, is against the author- 
ity of the Holy Spirit. For our great 
encouragement we are told not only the 
truth we know too well, that the flesh 


, 
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lusteth against the Spirit, but that the 
Spirit lusteth “against the flesh” (Gal. 
5:17). It is a sad proof of human corrup- 
tion that a word like “lust,” expressing 
strong desire, tends to have an impure 
significance. Paul, however, takes this 
word and turns it to good account, and 
uses it to show that the Holy Spirit is 
engaged in a continuous, intense, pas- 
sionate conflict with the flesh. The pas- 
sions of the flesh meet in array to over- 
come the Holy Spirit, but it is equally 
true that thé “spirit of holiness” (Rom. 
1:4) is ready to meet the fiercest assault 
with a more powerful antagonism, and 
there is no doubt as to the result. The 
Holy Spirit is the believer’s great Ally. 
He is in us, templed in our being (1 Cor. 
3:16). To listen to His voice, to obey His 
commands, is to be on the victory side. 
If God be for us, in the person of the 
Holy Spirit, then no matter how strong 
and alluring the “lust of the flesh” we 
shall be “more than conquerors” (Rom. 
8:37). 

Is the flesh present as a powerful, re- 


“lentless enemy attacking us at our 


weakest point? Remember then that 

the Holy Spirit dwells within’ you to 

render His all-powerful aid. With all 
(Continued on page 129) 


—_ ~ ns 
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Notes on Open Letters 
What Does “His Heel’ Mean? 


Some weeks ago you printed a dis- 
course on Genesis 3:15. In it the 
author showed that only Jesus could 
be the seed of the woman. This was 
all very clear as far as it went as 
other portions of Scripture were used 
to prove the point. 

Some commentators have stated that 
this passage meant only that men 
would crush snakes’ heads and that 
snakes would wound humans’ heels. 

The point in question is: If the for- 
mer explanation is correct, what is 
the symbolic significance of the heel 
of Christ? and of Satan’s bruising it? 
In my concordance there is only one 
reference to heel (Psa. 49:5) besides 
Genesis 3:15. Any light you can 
throw on the matter will be appre- 
ciated.—A Florida reader. 

The article in question was “The 
Genealogy of Israel's Messiah,” by 
Coulson Shepherd, director of the Mes- 
sage to Israel, Inc. (Dec. 8, 1956). Gen- 
esis 3:15 reads: “And I will put enmity*® 
between thee and the woman, and be- 
tween thy seed and her seed; it shall 
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise 
his heel.” Psalm 49:5 reads: “Where- 
fore should I fear in the days of evil, 
when the iniquity of my heels shall 
compass me about?” This verse may be 
disposed of as having no application to 
Christ, since He never sinned. 

Briefly, the last clause of Genesis 3:15 
may be explained in this way: that the 


(Continued on page 140) 
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Hoover on the Sunday School 


6 UR world is in crisis,” writes John 
Edgar Hoover, director of the Fed. 
eral Bureau of Investigation. “Around 
the world the forces of materialism 
wage an unrelenting assault upon the 
things of the Spirit. At home one need 
only to look at recent statistics to real- 
ize that we are, in fact, sitting on a 
seething volcano of crime.” In the first 
six months of 1956, 1,291,120 major ° 
crimes were’ committed which is a 144 
per cent increase over the same period 
in 1955. In over one thousand cities 
arrests of those under eighteen years 
of age increased 11.4 per cent in 1955. 





These warnings and figures are taken 
from an article entitled “The Role of 
the Sunday School,” which Mr, Hoover 
has just written exclusively for Tue 
Sunpay ScHoo. TIMES. 


Mr. Hoover’s article, with a recent 
picture of the author, will be published 
in the Trmes February 23. What he has 
to say about the Sunday school will 
bring encouragement to all superintend- 
ents and teachers, and his article in the 
TrmEs gives a good opportunity to sub- 
scribers to make the paper known to 
their friends. An easy way to do it is 
to send them 13-weeks subscriptions at 
$1 each ($1.10 in U.S.A, dollars in Can- 
ada), which will bring this article and 
many other interesting features. 


Other subscription rates and the ad- 
dress are found on page 143, 


As in the case of Mr. Hoover’s earlier 
articles in the Toes (1948, 1951), single’ 
sheet reprints of “The Role of the Sun- 
day School,” with the author’s picture, 
will be available. 
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lt Pays To Advertise—the Gospel 


How secular newspapers have been 


successfully used 


snugly between India and Tibet, 

was closed to missionaries, With 
them was also excluded the knowledge 
of salvation through the atoning work 
of Christ. One day, however, a Nepalese 
storekeeper, reading a local newspaper, 
glanced down a column of classified ad- 
vertisements. There was one Offering 
typewriting instruction. And there was 
a “want ad” for a wife, “beautiful, 
healthy, rich.” Suddenly he paused be- 
fore four lines, his large, dark eyes 
glowing with interest. He read: “Study 
the life of Jesus Christ by correspond- 
ence. Twenty-four easy lessons, attrac- 
tive certificate. Address ‘Light of Life,’ 
Chalisgaon, E. Khandesh.” 

“I've always wanted to know some- 
thing about that great teacher,” thought 
the storekeeper. He sent for the course, 
and the Gospel via printer’s ink pierced 
two formidable barriers, political and 
Satanic, reaching a soul for whom 
Christ died. 

The storekeeper is but one of the 
1,240 nationals in “closed” Nepal who, 
in two years’ time have responded to 
similar advertisements. They, in turn, 
are only a small percentage of the 
hundreds of thousands in thirty-eight 
different countries who have _ been 
prompted by paid newspaper advertise- 
ments to take the course. In English 
and their own language they have 
learned of God’s love and grace to all 
men. 


A Present-Day Must 

In this day when literacy is reaching 
its highest peak, the newly educated of 
many lands are avid for news. In an- 
swer, a frésh missionary venture is 
making rapid and fruitful inroads into 
darkened minds on both sides of ‘the 
globe. Missionary Don Hillis, formerly 
of the Evangelical Alliance Mission in 
India and now with Orient Crusades, is 
author and director of the “Light of 
Life” correspondence course. With it 
he has for years successfully used the 
newspaper approach. He sees it as a 
present-day “must” on the mission field. 

He has observed that Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses published 73,000,000 copies of their 
two magazines in one year. He sees 
Communism’s “red ink” brainwashing of 
600,000,000 in one, generation as a chal- 
lenge to use printer’s ink for the “wash- 
ing of regeneration.” He has noted that 
the Knights of Columbus spend $700,000 
a year in newspaper advertisements re- 
sulting in 1,600,000 requests for more lit- 
erature. And he knows that a Gospel 
advertisement, costing $6 in a foreign 
newspaper, can be read by 200,000 peo- 


N mst a slim little country tucked 


Many Sunday School Times readers 
are familiar with Orient Crusades, 
of which Dick Hillis is general 
director and which has representa- 
tives in Formosa, Okinawa, Philip- 
pines, Viet-Nam, and Hong Kong. 
One of the two missionary brothers, 
Don Hillis, formerly with The Evan- 
gelical Alliance Mission in India 
and now with Orient Crusades, is 
the author and director of a cor- 
respondence course entitled “Light 
of Life.” Mrs. Olson tells how it 
has gained hundreds of students in 
many languages through the simple 
plan of newspaper advertising, which 
can cross barriers impassable to mis- 
sionaries. Those who are interested 
in obtaining further information 
about this ‘newspaper evangelism 
and the correspondence school pro- 
gram may address their request to 
Don Hillis, P. O. Box 45, Los An- 
geles 53, Calif. 








ple. Many hundreds of them will re- 
spond with requests for more informa- 
tion about the Saviour. 

“This is a time of exploding world 
population,” Mr. Hillis says. “There are 
now two and a half billion people in 
the world. This number is increasing 
at the rate of one billion every twenty- 
five years. But God is co-ordinating 
the means and the methods with the 
needs through radio, Gospel records, 
and the printed page. Not the least 
of these is the great secular press, avail- 
able in almost every great foreign city 
today.” 

Missionary Hillis compares this min- 
istry to the “softening” process used by 
the military in the bombing of enemy 
territory before invasion. It makes 
possible untold sparing of men and 
equipment. He realizes that some will 
always need personal instruction. How- 
ever, they can be more easily reached 
if previously “softened” by printed page 
evangelism. And there are many who 
have been saved through this ministry 
alone. 

Don Hillis has had firsthand experi- 
ence with both personal and printed 
page evangelism during his seventeen 
years as a missionary to India. Born in 
Victoria, B..C., he was saved when he 
was young. After graduating from high 
school, he and his twin brother, Dick, 
director of Orient Crusades, attended 
the Bible Institute of Los Angeles. Dick 
went to China, Don to Wheaton College 
and then to India. 

In India Don met and married Doris 
Schluntz. Together they continued an 


By BESS A. OLSON 


overwhelming and ever heartbreaking 
task of trying personally to reach the 
teeming throngs around them. True, 
souls were saved. But they seemed such 
a handful in comparison to the great 
hordes in darkness. Even his Gospel 
sales and tract distribution program 
seemed to Hillis far from adequate. He 
thought of Philip and the Ethiopian 
eunuch and the age-old cry, “How can 
I [understand], except some man should 
guide me?” 

And then, in 1949, he heard news that 
challenged him with undreamed of 
evangelistic possibilities. The Seventh- 
Day Adventists in India had a corre- 
Spondence course in English. In two 
years they had reached 49,000 students 
and were growing at the rate of 2,000 
a month. 

“Two thousand a month in English!” 
marveled Hillis. “What could be done 
with the Gospel in their own language?” 

It was not long before Hillis, a man 
of initiative and action, had his own 
correspondence course in the Marathi 
language. An evangelistic study of the 
Gospel of John, it was sent out through 
the Marathi Bible School where he 
taught. It was advertised in a Chris- 
tian adult literacy paper. When he 
later held meetings in the Kanarese 
area, the course was translated into that 
language. Next it was published in 
English. 

A Follow-Up for Radio Ministry 

The work spread into other areas in 
India and missionaries requested per- 
mission to use the course, translating 
it into languages of their districts. 
Within four years “Light of Life” was 
being studied in nine languages in In- 
dia and Ceylon; by 1956, in fifteen. It 
went on to other countries—Japan, Thai- 
land, Africa, Germany—reaching many 
thousands for Christ. A series on acts 
was prepared by Jane McNally of 
TEAM and added to the course. 

In 1953 Mr. Hillis returned to the 
United States to do deputation work 
for “Light of Life,” Team, World Gos- 
pel Crusades, and Orient Crusades. 
These mission boards supply financial aid 
and Gospels of John for the course. 
Evangelical Literature Overseas, Back 
to the Bible, and others have also 
helped financially. In this way the 
course can be offered free to mission- 
aries and students. 

Two years later Hillis joined Orient 
Crusades in an all-out effort to “propa- 
gandize” every possible foreign field 
with the printed Gospel message. In 1954 
he attended the Pan American Chris- 
tian Network Conference in Costa Rica. 
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There he convinced broadcasters that 
an evangelistic correspondence course 
was a “natural” as a follow-up for the 
radio ministry. The name, “La Luz de 
La Vida,” was chosen for the Spanish 
area, an Office set up, and the courses 
translated into Spanish. Within a year 
there were fifty different outlets reach- 
ing students. The course is now being 
used in every one of the Latin American 
republics. It continues to advance in 
other countries as well.’ In one year 
(1955), “Light of Life” reached 129,464 
new students in India and Ceylon alone! 

Hand in hand with “Light of Life” 
correspondence courses has gone the 
newspaper advertisement. It opens the 
way, makes the work known, and cre- 
ates interest in the Gospel. As in other 
businesses it has been proved that “it 
pays to advertise’—the Gospel. The 
biggest month, for instance, was reached 
in September, 1955, with 14,023 new stu- 
dents. A few months later the number 
was down to 6,000. The reason—fewer 
advertisements. 

The price of the advertisements with 
their priceless opportunities for contacts 
is ‘almost unbelievably low. In a Berar, 
India, newspaper with 100,000 readers 
a large front-page advertisement with 
a picture of Christ costs but $5.50. A 
conservative estimate is 150 responses 
' from a single advertisement. A second- 
page advertisement of the same type 
costs only $3, though naturally bringing 
fewer responses. A four-line offer in 
the classified advertisements, read by 
thousands and also bringing many an- 
swers, costs only forty cents. 

Much originality is used in purenrnen 
the advertisements in an effort to win 
every class, type, and nationality. In 
India, besides newspaper advertise- 
ments, a large half-page advertisement 
is carried in an English magazine, com- 
parable to the Atlantic Monthly. This 
is read widely by the English-speaking 
intelligentsia the length and breadth of 
the land. The advertisement asks the 
pointed question, “How Much Do You 
Know About the Bible?” It costs $12. 

Advertisements in India and Ceylon 
newspapers invite readers to “Study the 
Life of Jesus Christ.” However, in the 
Latin American republics where the Ro- 
man Catholic faith prevails, “La Luz de 
La Vida” appeals to learning, saying: 
“A Free Education! Your education is 
not complete without a knowledge of 
the Holy Scriptures...” This type of 
advertisement reaches men and woman 
from a somewhat higher social stratum 


of life than can usually be contacted 


personally by missionaries. 

As may be supposed, not all responses 
are favorable. Some people show an- 
Others take the course out of 


ger. 
curiosity and, upon discovering, the 
Gospel message, give it up. Many 


others, however, continue to the end, 
receive their certificates, and some tes- 
tify to real conversion, 
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The newspaper approach has not been 
limited to advertising the correspond- 
ence courses. In fact, as “newspaper 
evangelism” it is fast becoming a power 
in its own right with the “Light of Life” 
course a follow-up to its ministry. In 
an effort to see if a simple message 
would bring results, an experiment was 
made. A Gospel advertisement was 
placed in the Taipei, Formosa, Chinese 
newspaper for just one day. It asked, 
“Have you forgotten yourself?” Then 
followed \a little story about Confucius 
comparing man’s sinfulness to forgetting 
oneself. An application to sin in the 
lives of people today was made, with 
a simple Gospel message offering sal- 
vation through Christ. There were 113 
answers to the single insertion. They 
came from different classes of people, 
and their contents were heart-warming. 

“We have read your ad,” wrote three 
department store clerks. “We admit 
that most people today have forgotten 
themselves and we are no exception. 
Together we have asked God to forgive 
our sins and to give us eternal] life. We 
want to be faithful believers. Please 
help us by your Bible study course.” 
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A high school student wrote: “See- 
ing other people attend Sunday service 
made me aware of my spiritual need. 
Your advertisement brought me to the 
Lord. Please give me details so that I 
can enroll in the Bible study course.” 

From a prison come the confession: 
“IT am in jail. I have committed much 
sin. I read your ad. It gave me hope. 
I have repented and asked Christ to 
give me eternal life. Please send me 
your Bible course.” 

The foreign newspaper regularly en- 
ters homes not available to missionaries, 
It carries with it none of the psycho- 
logical barriers of a tract distribution 
program. Thus there seems no end to 
its potentialities as a carrier of the Good 
News of salvation. As Mr. Hillis has 
aptly pointed out, “The newspaper is 


-more econdmical than any other printed 


page ministry both in money and in 
man power. It provides the world’s 
most natural and effective channel of 
getting the Gospel into the heads and 
homes of millions of men and women.” 

It does pay to advertise—the Gospel. 


Los ANGELES. 


Speaking in Tongues Today 


Is it an evidence of the fullness of the Spirit? 


N THE First Epistle to the Corin- 

thians, chapter 14, Paul discusses 
the two gifts that seemed to cause the 
most rivalry among the Corinthian 
Christians. Prophecy, the first, carries 
with it the thought of forthtelling spir- 
itual truth and has nothing to do with 
future events. Speaking in tongues, 
the second gift, has to do with ecstatic 
and spontaneous expressions of joy and 


praise springing up in the heart. This 
was probably,something intermediate 
between speaking and singing. The 


meaning was felt by the emotional nature 
rather than understood by the intellect. 
Observe, this was not the power to 
speak in other languages. In Acts, chap- 
ter 2, the Greek word “dialektos” clearly 
indicates that the Pentecost believers 
spoke in understandable, existent dia- 
lects. First Corinthians, chapter 14, 
employs the word “glossa,” which may 
be translated, “ecstatic sound.” 

The superiority of prophecy over 
tongues constitutes the marrow of the 
teaching of 1 Corinthians 14. Follow 
the verses with your open Bible. Verses 
1 and 2 enjoin the Christian to pursue 
prophecy, the proclamation of spiritual 
truth, rather than engaging in the 
tongues activity because prophecy is 
far superior. In fact, tongues is the last 
and least of the gifts (see 1 Cor. 12: 
29, 30). 

Verses 4, 12, and 16 teach that tongues 
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is to be regarded with severe watchful- 
ness since the practice of so speaking 
tends toward self and self-gratification. 
The apostle always insists that the value 
of a gift is contingent upon what it 
does for the edification of the corporate 
church, not the individual Christian. 


The tongues gift operates in an area 
of definiteness, moreover (see 1 Cor. 
14:6-8). One comes to feel increasingly 
that God is not involved in that which 
is blurred and uncertain. Note the 
pointedness of His Word; see with what 
definiteness He deals with His people. 
Surely these are days when there needs 
to be “a distinction in the sounds” (v. 
7). “Words easy to be understood” (v. 
9) are sorely needed in this twentieth 
century of cults and confusion, 

God is a rational being and the total 
tenor of Scripture indicates that He 
would have us use the rational nature 
with which He has endowed His crea- 
tures. Is this not the teaching of verses 
14 and 15? God does not set aside the 
mental processes, but works through our 
disciplined wits for His glory. In church 
life, feeling will not suffice. “I will 
. with the understanding ... 


pray .. 
I will sing . . . with the understanding” 
(v. 15). It has been observed that 


among “tongues people” there is too 
frequently a certain instability, which, 
in many instances, has led to serious 
circumstances. Such is bound to be 
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so when the stress is on the emotions. 
In striking contradistinction to modern 
Pentecostalists, Paul apparently re- 
served tongues for his private devotions. 
This is clearly the import cf verses 
18 and 19. “In the church I had rather 
speak five words with my understand- 
ing.” 

Putting great stock in such sensa- 
tional gifts as tongues is a clear mark 
of immaturity, if verses 20 and 38 mean 
anything. With specific reference to 
this noisy practice of mouthing gibber- 
ish, the apostle sadly says, “But if any 
man be ignorant, let him be ignorant” 
(v. 38). Dr. W. Graham Scroggie, in his 
eminently useful booklet, “Speaking 
With Tongues: What Saith the Scrip- 
tures” (out of print), does well to ob- 
serve: 


Speaking with tongues is no mark of 

advanced spirituality for, of the 

Church at Corinth, where so much of 

that was done, the apostle wrote—“I, 

brethren, could not speak unto you as 
unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, as 

unto babes in Christ” (1 Cor. 3:1), 

from which we see that speaking with 

tongues is compatible with a particu- 
larly low spiritual life. 

We are to be childlike, not childish. 
Repeatedly the Christian is enjoined to 
“grow up into him in all things” (Eph, 
4:15). Indeed, Paul shows in 1 Corin- 
thians 12:8-11 that many Spirit-filled 
Christians do not speak in tongues. 

The writer frequently has been present 
in meetings when 1 Corinthians 14:27 and 
28 were flagrantly ignored. If tongues 
must be employed in a service, the in- 
spired penman warns that«two, not more 
than three, may speak; and that should 
be successively not simultaneously. More 
than that, unless there is an interpreter, 
the speaker is completely out of order. 
What wisdom is here in evidence! Un- 
less the matter were so regulated, chaos 
would ensue. Yet how many viola- 
tions one has witnessed! 

The God of design and careful order 
speaks again in verses 33 and 40 of 1 
Corinthians 14. Note the insistence to 
the effect that nothing may be permitted 
to introduce disorder. The sweetest, 
most effective soul-winners this writer 
has known have craved quietness, not 
noise, when they were most conscious 
of the divine nearness. 

Women must never speak in tongues 
in the church, In this context, verse 34 
becomes most meaningful. “Let your 
women keep silence in the churches: 
for it is not permitted unto them to 
speak.” Certainly, this verse is not in 
opposition to 1 Corinthians 11:5, where 
it is implied the women may speak 
aloud in public assembly if certain con- 
ditions are met. Women are capable 
of uncontrolled outbursts of emotional 
excitement, which gives teéth to such 
a prohibition. There is a clear violation 
of the divine order noticeable in tongues 
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circles where women are frequently in 
the forefront. 

“Let them, if they must” seems to be 
the conclusion of the entire chapter 
(see v. 39). Tongues may be tolerated. 
Love is much more important, and I 
find that those who worry us about 
speaking in tongues are frequently lack- 
ing in this tender quality. “Though I 
speak with the tongues of men and of 
angels and have not charity [love], I 
am become as sounding brass, or a 
tinkling cymbal” (1 Cor. 13:1). One 
has often asked, “What precise good 
does speaking in tongues accomplish?” 
On the other hand, one does not have 
to look far to see much confusion and 
heartbreak that have followed in its 
wake. 

Sir Robert Anderson in his trenchant 
work, “Spirit Manifestations and the 
Gift of Tongues” (Loizeaux Bros., New 


York 10; paper, 15 cents), makes a wise ~ 


differentiation when he says: 


And the “theology” of this “gift of 
tongues” movement displays igno- 
rance and perversion of Scripture. As 
already noticed, it subordinates the 
great facts and truths of the Christian 
revelation to the subjective experi- 
ences of the Christian life. But, more 
than this, in its teaching about the 
Holy Spirit, it subordinates what was 
primary and essential in Pentecost to 
what was incidental and altogether 
secondary. The supreme fact was the 
fulfillment of “the promise of the 
Father”; and this was _ abiding, 
whereas the “rushing mighty wind,” 
the “cloven tongues,” and the distrib- 
uted “gifts,” were but outward mani- 
festations of His presence; and these 
were transient. 


The Corinthians were obviously more 
interested in gifts than grace. They 
were focusing on the blessing rather 
than the blesser. In their pre-Christian 
lives they went to excesses in heathen 
worship. The Greek soothsayers ex- 
pressed themselves in wild frenzies. The 
Corinthians thought, therefore, that the 
more they were deprived of reason and 
self-consciousness the more they were 
truly under the control of the Holy 
Spirit (see 1 Cor. 12:2). The desire for 
the wild and the mysterious has con- 
tinued through the centuries, as the late 
Dr. Keith Brooks pointed out in “Serious 
Spiritual Perils’ (American Prophetic 
League, Inc., Los Angeles 41; 15 cents 
a dozen). 


Such manifestations are not peculiar 
to Christianity. Trance conditions 
and tongues manifestations accom- 
panied the false religious movements 
of the Middle Ages. They were mani- 
fested in 16th century witchcraft. 
Spiritualism produces the same phe- 
nomena and mediums practice the 
same ‘pyschological methods to pro- 
duce them. Writing in foreign lan- 
guages never learned by the medium 
is very common. Tongues manifesta- 
tions played a big part in the early 
history of Mormonism. Trance con- 
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ditions and babbling are common in 
heathen religions. 

What is the reason for this? It is 
because many are eager for the so- 
called “supernatural,” and attribute 
to God anything of mysterious nature. 
They want a cataclysmic religion, 
with physical sensations. The ordi- 
nary way of spiritual development is 
too tame. This gives them a special 
distinction. They are mort highly 
favored of God than their fellows, 
even than the soul-winners most hon- 
ored of God. They are in the “inner 
circle.” The great missionaries, preach- 
ers, evangelists, and soul-winners 
down through the church age do not 
boast of such experiences. 

Recently the writer was told that he 
was “failing his flock” by not talking in 
tongues. Do the Scriptures agree with 
that contention? No! (see 1 Cor. 12:29, 
30). Here are rhetorical questions 
that imply a negative answer. All do 
not speak with tongues. It is not true 
that everyone should talk in tongues, 
and it is utterly without foundation in 
Holy Writ to say that speaking in 
tongues is the evidence of the fullness 
of the Holy Spirit. On the contrary, 
note the many mentions in the New 
Testament of those who were filled with 
the Holy Spirit but who are not said 
to have spoken in tongues—Acts 4:31; 
Luke 1:15, 41, 67; Acts 6:3, 5; Acts 7:55; 
Acts 8:14-17; Acts 9:17; and the like. 
One feels increasingly that the real sign 
of the filling of the Holy Spirit is not 
talking in tongues but rather controlling 
the one we have. 

SEATTLE. 

we 


The Spirit Against the Flesh 
(Continued from second page) 


His divine antagonism the Holy Spirit 
lusteth “against the flesh.” His eternal 
tendency, His strong, persistent desire, 
is to do battle with the flesh, and not 
only to subdue it but to transform it 
into His obedient servant. The Holy 
Spirit took Paul’s false pride in the at- 


-tainments of the flesh and transformed 


it into a noble pride, a pride in the 
Gospel of Christ. His intense and even 
cruel zeal for the Law was converted 
into a great zeal for souls, for the glory 
of Christ. The Holy Spirit can so sub- 
due and sublimate the flesh that it be- 
comes our servant to do the Lord’s will. 
To allow ourselves to be “led by the 
Spirit” (Rom. 8:14), to “walk in the 
Spirit” (Gal. 5:16), is to have all the 
Spirit’s resources made available to us. 
As we are led, strengthened, supported 
by the Spirit of power and of holiness, 
“the lust of the flesh,” which brings 
forth the deadly works of the flesh, will 
be completely mastered, and the beauti- 
ful fruit of the Spirit, listed in Gala- 
tians 5:22, 23, will be increasingly mani- 
fested in our daily speech and conduct, 
and we shall be more Christlike in dis- 
position and character, 
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A "Ram Caught in a Thicker” 


And how it led to the beginning of a boys’ class 


— will never do,” thought Bryan 
Sims one Sunday morning when 
the clock indicated nine-thirty and there 
were no boys present for his Sunday 
school class, “I must scoyt the neigh- 
borhood and find some boys for my 
class!” 

A new Sunday school and church was 
in the making; and Bryan had been 
asked to teach the Intermediate and 
Senior boys. It was in the heart of a 
new, fast-growing community, twenty 
miles from the mother church. An 
ideal plot of real estate had been pur- 
chased on which a commodious bunga- 
low stood among huge pepper trees and 
stately elms. A carpet of grass lay over 
one-quarter of an acre surrounding the 
house, and this was bordered with many 
species of flowers and shrubbery. Evi- 
dently, the bungalow had been destined 
to serve the purpose of a church until 
a new edifice could be erected—for so 
it was. 

Yes, the work had been well plan- 
ned several months in advance with 
much prayer; and the conference parish 
worker had spent several weeks can- 
vassing the territory, and the advertis- 
ing work was brought to a thrilling 
climax by a large group of young peo- 
ple from the mother church visiting the 
homes on the Sunday prior to the grand 
opening. Everything seemed to be all 
set for the initial Sunday. Bryan had 
spent much time preparing for the first 
session of his class. He had mapped out 
several ideas for the boys, hoping to 
get them off to a thrilling start. 

The first Sunday found some two 
dozen adults and ten small children 
present to celebrate the long-awaited 
opening day—the launching of this 
most promising field of Christian labor. 
But things looked pretty discouraging 
for Bryan, and he thought, “Can it be 
possible that there is not even one boy 
present for my class?” 

The second Sunday came and still 
there were no Intermediate or Senior 
boys on hand. And now the third Sun- 
day had arrived without one lone mem- 
ber for him to teach. Bryan had ex- 
pected to have, at least, a couple of boys 
from the very first Sunday; however, 
he knew that anxious hopes do not al- 
ways come true so easily. 

Bryan meditated—“What is the mat- 
ter? What can be done about this? 
There’s no use driving twenty miles 
Without a class; I must have one!” so 
he reasoned. “But, Intermediate and 
Senior boys are not easily persuaded to 
attend Sunday school]; and especially so 
when their parents do not co-operate. 
Still, there must be a way out.” 


‘other pupils of all ages. 


‘some maps, 


By EMIL J. JOHNSON 


Bryan Sims had always endeavored 
to do his best at any church work he 
undertook. Experience had taught him 
that boys of this age are not easily per- 
suaded to attend Sunday school unless 
they have a private classroom, or 
something more enticing than being 
shoved into a small bungalow with 
Consequently, 
he decided to do something about it. 

On the property stood an old dilap- 
idated chicken coop, measuring only six 
feet by ten feet. However, Bryan saw 
possibilities in this shack as a class- 
room, 

“Now, if only the chairman and super- 
intendent will O.K. my plan to clean 
this thing up for a classroom,” thought 
Bryan, “I’m sure the boys will come 
around.” 

The chairman was a congenial fellow 
holding this new work much at heart. 
As for the superintendent, anything 
that served as an asset to the’ work was 
appreciated. With these ideas in mind, 
Bryan approached the chairman and 
said, “How about my fixing up that 
chicken coop for a classroom?” 

“That old thing! You can’t do any- 
thing with that!” was the response. 

“Oh, yes, I can!. Just you wait and 
see!” was Bryan’s assurance. 

Hence, Bryan got the O.K. sign, and 
the following Saturday he had a lot of 
pleasure, as well as hard work, tearing 
into the chicken coop. Out came the 
roosts and other useless gadgets. An- 
other window was installed. The water 
hose was effectively used with some 
scrubbing and the old shack got its first 
bath in many a day. The following 
Saturday Bryan applied a heavy coat 
of pastel green paint to the ceiling and 
walls, and with a brown floor paint he 
covered the pine floor. A real trans- 
formation had taken place, the inside 
was delightfully clean and inspiring. 

Chairs and tables were scarce items; 
but that need was supplied by con- 
structing a form-fitting bench across 
one end of the room. A teacher’s table 
and a blackboard were also made. A 
miniature library shelf was fastened to 
the wall and filled with books. A motto, 
posters, flags, and other 
items were displayed. 

“Now, we're all set,” mused Bryan, 
“but where are the boys?” 

He knew by the law of averages, that 
there were boys of his class-age to be 
found in this growing community. But 
the question‘with Bryan was, How was 
he to bring them in? 

He was determined to build a boys’ 
class; yet visitation during the week 
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was prohibited because he lived twenty 
miles from the community. 

And so he resolved on that third Sun- 
day morning, “This will never do! 
Consequently, when the shack was 
ready for use, he cruised the streets 
to find the boys who were not in Sun- 


_day school—perchance on the public 


playgrounds or elsewhere. 

Riding down the boulevard a few 
blocks, he saw a boy standing about 
half a block away on one of the side 
streets, with one leg resting over the 
frame of his bicycle, and with.a carrier- 
bag draped over the rear wheel, evi- 
dence of delivering the Sunday paper. 

“No chance there,” thought Bryan, as 
he drove on. 

After having made three unsuccess- 
ful contacts, about fifteen minutes later, 
he again observed the same boy stand- 
ing in the same identical position as 
before. “Could this be a ram in a 

(Continued on page 141) 








The 1957 Christian Fellowship 
Tour to Alaska 


GAIN this year there will be an op- 

portunity for Sunpay ScHoot Times 
readers to enjoy the unforgettable tour 
through our Western States and up the 
Inside Passage into Alaska. It begins in 
Chicago on Wednesday morning, July 
3, and ends in the same city on Wed- 
nesday morning, July 24. This journey 
of approximately three weeks has many 
unusual advantages—travel in company 
with congenial, Christian companions; 
comfortable Accommodations on Pullman 
cars in the States; an eight-day cruise 
on smooth water in the S.S. Princess 
Louise; and a succession of panoramas 
on land and water which are almost 
indescribable in their magnitude and 
beauty. 

The travelers will see some of the 
famous natural wonders of North Amer- 
ida, such as Lake Louise, Mt. Rainier, 
the Rocky Mountains, and Yellowstone 
Park. 

Since the Inside Passage, along the 
western coast of Canada, is protected by 
Vancouver Island and others, the salt 
water is as smooth as a lake. The pas- 
sengers sleep and have meals on the 
Princess Louise, and the steamer makes 
frequent stops at the coastal towns, 
allowing time for visiting the quaint 
and interesting shops, museums, and 
paper mills and salmon canneries. 

The Christian Fellowship Tour is effi- 
ciently arranged by the Northern Pacific 
Railway in conjunction with THe Sun- 
pay ScHoo, Times. Dr. Howard, Presi- 
dent and Editor of the Times, will 
accompany the tour this year. An illus- 
trated folder may be had free, It is 
well to make reservations early. In- 
quiries may be addressed to Philip E. 
Howard, Jr., The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 9. MARCH 3. THE GREAT CONFESSION 
Matthew 16:13 to 17:27; printed text, 16:13-27 , 
Golden Text.—Whom say ye that 1am? . . . Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.—Matt. 16:15, 16 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Matt. 16:13 When Jesus came into the coasts of Czsarea 
Philippi, he asked his. disciples, saying, Whom do men say 
that I the Son of man am? 

14 And they said, Some say that thou art John the Bap- 
tist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 

15 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 

16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God. 

17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art 
thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed 
it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 

18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, ‘and 
upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of 
hell shal] not prevail against it. 

19 And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth 


disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer 
many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and 
be killed, and be raised again the third day. 

22 Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, 
Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee. 

23 But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind 
me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou savour- 
est not the things that be of God, but those that be of 
men. 

24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will 
come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, 
and follow me. 

25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and 
whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. 

26 For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lost his own soul? or what shall a man give 
in exchange for his soul? ° 

27 For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his 
Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every 











shall be loosed in heaven. 


20 Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no 


man that he was Jesus the Christ. 


21 From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
4 a lesson moved “over the 
bar,” as we say in music. We be- 
gin our lesson with an incident 
which ends the division, Presenting the 
King in His Procedure, and continue in 
the opening portion of the next division, 
Presenting the King in His Passion. 
The “bar” is Matthew 16:21. The words 
“from that time” mark a crisis, and in- 
troduce a new note—the note of the 
cross. It will be noticed that the Lord 
Jesus Christ frequently speaks of His 
approaching death (16:21; 17:9, 12, 22, 
23; 20:17-19). Bengel says of this period, 
“Already Jesus had begun to live in His 
passion.” 
Here is a suggested analysis of the 
new division: 
PRESENTING THE KING IN His PASSION 
(Matt. 16:21 to 27:66) 
1, Living in His passion (16:21 to 20:34) 
2. Approaching His passion (21:1 to 
26: 2) 
3. Enduring His passion (26:3 to 27:66) 
Our present lesson portion has been 
so much of a battleground that fre- 
quently its great lessons have been lost 
in the controversy. Let us try to con- 
centrate on three great thoughts—the 
identity of Jesus as the divine Messiah, 
the central place of the cross in His 
“Messianic work, and the necessity of the 
cross in the experience of the believer. 


man according to his works. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 


the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
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In connection with the first of these 
thoughts I should like to call the atten- 
tion of Sunpay ScuHoo.t Times readers 
to a great work recently republished. 
It is the four-volume work of Hengsten- 
berg entitled “Christology of the Old 
Testament” (Kregel Publications, 525 
Eastern Ave., §.E., Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich., $25). Especially would I mention 
Appendix III in Volume 4—“The Divin- 
ity of the Messiah in the Old Testa- 
ment.” It is a work for students, and 
this particular study deals with a sub- 
ject too much neglected, yet of great 
importance. 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 16:13.—“. . . Caesarea Philippi 
. .. Whom do men say that I the Son 
of man am?” The occasion is one of 
those withdrawals with His disciples of 
which we spoke last week. Caesarea 
Philippi was north of the Sea of Gali- 
lee and east of the Jordan in the tet- 
rarchy of Philip. 

Verse 14—“,. . . John the Baptist ... 
Elias ... Jeremias...” See 14:2. Evi- 


.dently Jesus became widely known only 


after the death of John the Baptist. We 
can understand the reference to Elijah 
from Malachy 4:5, but regarding Jesus 
as Jeremiah is more difficult to under- 
stand. At any rate, the people thought 
of Jesus in terms of the greatest. 

Verse 15.—“. .. But whom say ye that 
I am?” The question about the popu- 
lar opinion was only introductory to 
the personal question, 


International Council of Religious Education. 


Verse 16.—*. . . Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God.” Whether this 
represented thé belief of all the Twelve 
at this time we are not told. Compare 
John 6:66-69. “Christ” is the Greek ver- 
sion of “Messiah.” Both words mean “the 
anointed one.” Peter connected this of- 
fice with a divine person. 

Verse 17.—. Blessed art thou, 
Simon Bar-jona ... my Father which 
is in heaven.” Here is Jesus’ strong 
confirmation of Peter’s statement. This 
truth is not a matter of discovery, but 
of revelation. Peter’s mind and heart 
had been open to revelation. “Bar-jona” 
means “son of John.” 

Verse 18.—“. . . That thou art Peter, 
and upon this rock I will build my 
church ...” Simon was his given name, 
but Peter was apparently a surname 
bestowed by Jesus to indicate the new 
character. The name means “stone,” so 
we have a play upon words in this verse, 
See Topics for Development. 

Verse 19.—“. . . the keys of the king- 
dom . .. whatsoever thou shalt bind 
on earth shall be bound in heaven...” 
What have keys to do with binding and 
loosing? Keys represent authority. 
Compare Isaiah 22:20-22. This doubtless 
has reference to the apostolic authority, 
and to the special place of leadership 
which Peter would occupy. 

Verse 20.—*.’. . tell no man...” A 
strange prohibition, explained by the 
following verses. His Christhood must 
not be proclaimed apart from the cross, 
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and the disciples were not: ready for 
. that yet. See 1 Corinthians 2:2. 


Verse 21.—“. .. he must... suffer... 
be killed, and be raised again the third 
day.” The confession that He was the 
Christ was the signal for acquainting 
His disciples with what lay ahead. It 
would be a severe test of their faith, 
and they must be prepared. Notice that 
the death and the resurrection stand to- 
gether. 

Verse 22.—“. . . Be it far from thee, 
Lord: this shall not be unto thee.” Did 
the commendation of verses 18 and 19 
make Peter think more highly of him- 
self than he ought? It was certainly 
presumption to rebuke “the Christ, the 
Son of the living God”! Christ’s pity 
for us ruled out pity for Himself, as 
Peter suggested. 

Verse 23.—‘. . . Get thee behind me, 
Satan... thou savourest not the things 
that be of God .. .” If the approval of 
verses 18 and 19 was glowing, the dis- 
approval here is sharp ands burning. 
Compare Luke 4:8. Satan was in the 
suggestion to avoid the cross. The same 
human mind can receive revelation from 
God and suggestion from the Devil! 

Verse 24.—*. . . If any man will come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross, and follow me.” Since 
Jesus is the Man of the cross, disciple- 
ship involves a sharing of the cross. 
We cannot follow Him in any other way 
than that of the cross. 

Verse 25.—“For whosoever will save 
his life shall lose it ... lose... find 

. .”. The pursuit of our own de- 
sires and ambitions ends in total] loss. 
The abandonment of all to the will of 
Christ ends in eternal gain. 

Verse 26.—“. . . gain the whole world 
... lose his own soul...” If a man 
had all the world, it would not be legal 
tender in the Kingdom of Heaven to re- 
deem his own lost soul. One’s soul is 
too big a price for the whole world— 
how much more for the little bit of the 
world which any man can secure. 


Verse 27.—“For the Son of man shall 
come ... shall reward every man ac- 
cording to his works.” The Lord Jesus 
is the one with whom we shall have 
dealings in the day of judgment. See 
Acts 17:30, 31. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Jesus had now walked among men 
for some time, teaching, preaching, and 
healing. His little band of disciples had 
walked with Him, seeing }tim and hear- 
ing Him. Every day added new evi- 
dence that never man lived as He lived, 
that never man spake as He spake, that 
never man worked as He. worked. 
Everything about Him was extraordinary. 
Men had time to regard Him, to consider 
and pass judgment. So Jesus asked His 
disciples what men were saying about 
Him, not that He did not know, but He 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
8. February 24.—Signs of the Times. 
Matthew 14:1 to 16:12 
Next Week’s Lesson 


10. March 10.—Unlimited Forgiveness. 
Matthew 18 to 20 








purposed through the more _ general 
question to bring His own disciples to 
the point of decision and confession. 
Opinions differed, but they all indicated 
the fact that Jesus was regarded as one 
out of the ordinary. Nevertheless, hu- 
man eyes saw nothing more than a great 
man. It was different with Simon Peter. 
Without a moment of hesitation he an- 
nounced his conclusion—“Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” In 
other words, the divine Messiah. Was 
this a matter of keener insight on the 
basis of greater opportunity to study 
the man Jesus? According to the Lord 
Jesus Himself it was no discovery on 
the part of Peter, but a gracious reve- 
lation accorded to him by the Father. 
Only God-enlightened eyes could behold 
the Godhead through the veil of flesh. 
This revelation, this act of grace, was a 
preparation of Peter for the high priv- 
ilege of fulfilling a place of great re- 
sponsibility and authority in this new 
movement which was about to be 
launched. His declaration was funda- 
mental to the establishment of the 
church, and in the days of the begin- 
nings he as first among equals would 
exercise apostolic authority in the af- 
fairs of the infant church. 

But revelation could not end with the 
identity of Jesus. Along with the 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


NTO what division of Matthew’s Gos- 

pel does this week’s lesson bring us? 

2. What incident started the Lord 
Jesus teaching His disciples about His 
approaching death? 

3. Where did Peter make his great 
confession? 

4. What great theological truth is 
wrapped up in Peter’s confession? 

5. What is the rock on which Christ 
builds His church? . 

6. What is the significance of the 
“keys” in Matthew 16:19? 

7. Why did Jesus forbid His disciples 
to make it known that He was the 
Christ? 

8. How do you explain Peter’s clear 
understanding in verse 16 and his op- 
position to the truth in verse 22? 

9. On what other occasion did Jesus 
say, “Get thee behind me, Satan”? 

10. How did Jesus enlarge on His 
teaching about the cross? 


(Answers on page 138) 
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Christhoog and the deity of Jesus must 
go the message of the cross and the 
resurrection. -Only through death and 
resurrection could He fulfill the redemp- 
tive ministry for which He came. Only 
thus could the church be born. But 
Peter could not see the divine Messiah 
of his confession going to death—not 
yet, at any rate. Thus he who shortly 
ago was the great confessor, now be- 
comes the Lord’s tempter to turn Him 
away from the cross; and he who was 
so warmly commended receives as warm 
a rebuke. Jesus declared that Judas 
was a devil (John 6:70), but He actually 
addressed Peter as Satan. How strange 
that one moment the mind of Peter 
could be enlightened from Heaven, and 
the next moment, his lips become the 
instrument of Satan! We are strange 
creatures! 


But there is one more thing. It is 
important to know who Jesus is. It is 
important to know that His Christhood 
is linked inseparately with His death 
and resurrection; but this also must be 
known: that fellowship with this Christ, 
this Son of the living God, means the 
way of the cross for us, too. There can 
be no following Christ and saving one’s 
life; we can follow Him only by laying it 
down. And just as He by way of the 
cross entered into His glory, so it is by 
losing our life in the way of the cross 
that we find true life, abundant life, 
eternal life. How many a shrewd mer- 
chant fails right here, bartering his soul 
for a little portion of this world, only 
to discover that worlds are not accept- 
able exchange for the purchasing of it 
back again. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The identity of Jesus (Matt. 16: 13-20) 
2. The cross of Jesus (vs, 21-23) 

3. The discipleship of Jesus (vs, 24-27) 


Topics for Development 

The Primacy of Peter. There is a 
tendency for extremes to produce ex- 
tremes. Just as the extreme position of 
Roman Catholicism in regard to Mary 
has frequently reacted in Protestant cir- 
cles to cause us to dishonor her, or at 
least to fail to appreciate her, so the 
extreme position of the Roman Church 
with regard to Peter has frequently 
driven us to deny to him even the priv- 
ilege which our Lord granted him. I 
do not believe that the church is built 
upon Peter in the sense in which the 
Romanists claim, but we should not fail 
to see the fundamental place of his 
great confession in the whole history 
of the church. Paul says truly, “Other 
foundation can no man lay than that 
is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 
3:11). It is also true what the same 
apostle says, that we are “built upon 
the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the 
chief corner stone” (Eph. 2:20). In the 
one place we speak of the foundation 
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in an absolute sense, in the other the 
foundation is regarded in the light of 
that original witness committed to the 
apostles. I think many also have failed 
to see that the keys are a symbol] of 
authority. It is true that keys are for 
opening and locking gates, and Peter 
did indeed use the keys in this sense 
both on the day of Pentecost and in the 
house of Cornelius, but the sense of 
authority is clearly shown in the fur- 
ther statement, “Whatsoever thou shalt 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: 
and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven.” This did 
not set up Peter as an infallible pope, 
and indeed the early church did not 
so regard him. We find him in Acts 
11 having to defend himself before the 


church in Jerusalem for his visit to . 


Cornelius. Nevertheless, when he had 
finished his statement, all recognized 
that he had acted with divine author- 
ity. His place of leadership was clearly 
recognized by the early church, but it 
was on the basis of primus inter pares 
(first among equals). Moreover, there 
is no hint that the prerogatives be- 
stowed upon Peter were to be passed on 


in succession. Peter had no successor. 


Practical Applications 

Do you follow popular opinion (v. 14), 
or do you follow the revelation of God? 
(v. 17.) 

What men think of Christ is interest- 
ing; what you think of Him is vital. 

What we know by discovery is more 
or less important for this life; what we 
know by revelation concerns time and 
eternity. 

A crossless Christ would be no Sav- 
iour, and a crossless Christian is no dis- 
ciple. 

There is no place for the coddled life 
in the following of the Christ. 

Souls are a medium of barter in the 
purchase of worlds, but worlds are not 
a medium of barter in the purchase of 
souls. 


Golden Text 
Matt. 16:15, 16—“Whom say ye that I 
om? ... Thou art the Christ, the Son 


of the living God.” Let us not be con- 
tent with a secondhand faith. Each 
must face the question for himself. Our 
salvation hangs on this question. We 
must therefore answer it from personal 
conviction. 


_ here is fatal, 


Yea, with one voice, O world, though 
thou deniest, 
Stand thou on that side, for on this 
am I. 
(Myers’s “The Inner Light.’’) 
ELMuurstT, ILL, 
bd 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, for 
its readers; and for God’s blessing on 
the contents of the paper. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep HYMNS 
“O for a Thousand Tongues To Sing” 
“*‘Man of Sorrows’ What a Name!” 
“I Hear the Saviour Say” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Heavenly Father, we thank Thee that 
again we can meet to study about Thy 
Son, our blessed Saviour. Open Thy 
truth to us and dispose us to be gov- 
erned by it. Forgive our careless ways, 
our worldly spirit, and al] that stains 
our lives. Make us clean and empower 
us to do Thy will. Incline us to deny 
ourselves and take up our cross as fol- 
lowers of Him who bore His cross for 
us. Bless the declaration of Thy Word 
in every land and draw the unconverted 
and the backslidden to repent. Con- 
found the devices of the wicked. 
Prosper the efforts of upright men to pro- 
mote justice, good will, and peace. Re- 
lease the enslaved, uplift the degraded, 
provide for the needy, heal the sick, 
and comfort the sorrowing. Guide us 
into those deeds of love and kindness 
that best will serve the need and 
brighten the lives of others. Hear’us as 
we pray, as Christ has taught us, say- 
ing, “Our Father ... Amen.” 


After the Lesson.—This important 
lesson tells us who our Lord Jesus is 
and why He came. Peter’s great words, 
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God,” were endorsed by our Lord 
as the truth about who He is. Then, 
when the disciples were clear on that, 
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To follow popular opinion » 





He told them why. He came, showing 
them He must suffer, die, and rise again. 
This the disciples found hard to receive, 
but later they understood and preached 
that Christ died for sinners to make 
possible our pardon and a new life. 
And it is who He is that gives saving 
power to Christ’s death and resurrec- 
tion. 

Two Indian tribes in Alaska warred 
all one summer till the old chief on 
one side called for a truce and urged 
the ending of the strife. Otherwise 
neither tribe could lay in needed sup- 
plies of food and all would starve in the 
winter. But fhe other chief refused to 
stop fighting because ten more of their 
men had been killed than of their ene- 
mies. Then the old chief said, “I am a 
chief and worth ten of your men. Kill 
me in their place and let there be 
peace.” The offer was accepted and the 
old man gave his life not only to save 
his people but his foes as well. 

Later, when missionaries came to 
these Indians with the Gospel story, 
they believed, saying, “Yes, your words 
are good. The Son of God, the Chief of 
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chiefs, must be worth more than all 
mankind put together. Therefore, when 
His blood was shed, the salvation of the 
world was made sure.” 
Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood 
Shall never lose its power, 
Till all the ransomed Church of God 


Be saved, to sin no more. 
—Wm. Cowper. 


Cautcary, ALTA., CAN. 
we 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Whom do men say that I... am?” 
(Matt. 16:13..—The thoughts of the 
natural man regarding the person of, 
Christ do not amount to much. After 
hearing His words which were “oracles,” 
and beholding His works which were 
“miracles,” the men of His day were 
willing only to classify our Lord as a 
prophet. They were not ready to con- 
fess Him as their Messiah. 

In dealing with a soul, it can be help- 
ful if the thoughts of that person regard- 
ing Christ can be discovered. His 
thoughts can become the starting point 
for questions and statements leading to 
the Scriptural presentation of the Sav- 
iour. 

Many infidels, agnostics, and skeptics 
have willingly acknowledged Jesus 
Christ to be a good, great, exemplary 
person, but at the same time refuse to 
admit His deity. 

Thomas Paine said, “The morality that 
He preached has not been exceeded by 
any.” 

Rousseau stated, “If the life and death 
of Socrates were those of a martyr, the 
life and death of Jesus Christ were 
those of a God.” 

Colonel Ingersoll said, “With Renan, 
I believe Christ was the one perfect 
man. ‘Do unto others’ is the perfection 
of religion and morality. It is the sum- 
mum bonum. It was loftier than the 
teachings of Socrates, Plato, Mohammed, 
Moses, or Confucius, . . . It superseded 
Greek patriotism, Roman» fortitude, or 
Anglo-Saxon bravery; for with ‘Do unto 
others,’ bravery and patriotism would 
not be needed.” 


“But whom say ye that I am?” (Matt. 
16: 15.)—-What a personal, searching, and 
vital question! Peter was prepared for 
it. Possibly, before the other disciples 
could frame their thoughts into words, 
Peter voiced his great confession, “Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.” There is nothing great in the 
confegsion of liberals today who assert, 
“Jesus Christ is a son of God, in the 
same sense that we are sons of God.” 
Such a statement is a denial of the two 
facts Peter confessed—the Messiahship 
and the divine Sonship of our Lord. 

“A big lump of something—a stone, 
supposedly—lay for a long time in a 
shallow, limpid brook in North Caro- 
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lina. People passing that way saw only 
an ugly lump, and passed on. A poor 
man passing one day saw a heavy lump 


—a good thing to hold his door ajar—~ 


and he took it home. A geologist who 
stopped at the poor man’s door saw a 
lump of gold—the biggest lump of gold 
ever found east of the Rockies! Many 
people looked upon Jesus. Some saw 
only a Galilean peasant, and turned 
away. Some saw a prophet, and stopped 
to listen. Some saw the Messiah -and 
worshiped. Some saw the Lamb of God, 
and looked to Him to save them from 
their sins. There are people today who 
see in Jesus simply a perfect man, and 
they get nothing more from Him than 
the example of His perfect life. Others 
looking upon Him see the Lamb of God 
—the divinely chosen sacrifice and Sav- 
iour; and realizing that their greatest 
need is to be saved, they go to Him 
for salvation. When you look at Him, 
what do you see?” (Expositor.) 

If asked what of Jesus I think, 

Though still my best thoughts are but 
poor, 

I say, He’s my meat and my drink, 

My life and my strength and my store; 

My Shepherd, my trust, and my Friend, 

My Saviour from sin and from thrall; 

My hope from beginning to end, 

My portion, my Lord, and my all. 

“~... and upon this rock I will build 
my church .. .” (Matt. 16:18).—Great 
controversy has raged over these words; 
but as long as the words were spoken 
to Peter, why not allow him to explain 
his understanding of them? He wrote 
about believers, who constitute the 
Church, as being “built up.” But he did 
not say, “You have come to me: and 
are built on me.” No! He said, “To 
whom coming, as’ unto a living stone, 
disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of 
God, and precious, ye also, as lively. [or 
living] stones, are built up a spiritual 
house, an holy priesthood .. .” (1 Pet. 
2:4, 5). 

Furthermore, we have the definite 
statement, “For other foundation can no 
man lay than that is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 3:11). 

“Trust ye in the Lord for ever: for 
in the Lord Jehovah is the rock of ages” 
(Isa. 26:4, margin). 

View the vast building, see it rise; 

The work how great, the plan how 
wise! 

O wondrous fabric! Power unknown, 

That rests it on the “Living Stone.” 
—Samuel Medley. 


Wawona, CALlir, 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, the fifteen verses in the 

sixteenth chapter of Matthew as- 
signed for our lesson today contains 
some of the most important truths 
taught by our Lord in His earthly min- 
istry. There was His questioning of the 
disciples as to what men were saying 
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as to who He was, and the answer was, 
Some say John the Baptist has returned, 
some say Elijah, or Jeremiah, or one of 
the old prophets. Then He asked them, 
“Who do you say that I am?” and Peter, 
always ready to talk, exclaimed, “Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.” The Lord Jesus Christ was much 
more concerned about what His dis- 
ciples thought of Him. He warmly 
commended Peter for his correct state- 
ment and told him that only God could 
enable him to make it. When you can 
confidently tell anyone that Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God and the Saviour of 
lost sinners, you may know you are be- 
ing used by the Holy Spirit, and that 
is your highest privilege; it is a gra- 
cious thing to know the Gospel and tell 
it. But you must always be on your 
guard, for Satan is watching to trip you. 
It was so with Peter. Very soon after 
he made that wonderful Spirit-inspired 
statement, he so grievously sinned that 
Jesus called him Satan. Jesus an- 
nounced that He was going to Jeru- 
salem to be killed—predicting Calvary. 
Peter actually rebuked his Lord, say- 
ing, “This shall not be unto thee.” Jesus 
turned upon him and said, “Get thee 
behind me, Satan: thou art an offence 
unto me.” Then Jesus said, “If any man 
will come after me, let him deny him- 
self, and take up his cross, and follow 
me. For whosoever will save his life 
shall lose it: and whosoever will lose 
his life for my sake shall] find it.” 

We reckon life as consisting of the 
things we enjoy physically or men- 
tally. They may be perfectly legitimate 
and reasonable; but, as Christians, we 
must be careful that we do not so fill 
our time and thought with these things 
that we have little place for the Lord 
Jesus Christ. That is what “saving your 
life’ means. But when you become 
willing to cut out these things in order 
eto give place to Jesus Christ and His 
service, that is “losing your life” for 
His sake; and, paradoxically, by that 
action you find the real life which God 
by His grace has arranged for you to 
have and to enjoy. I have lived a long 
time, fellows, and I pledge you my word 
that I have never given up anything for 
Christ’s sake but He has replaced it with 
something so much better and so much 
more enjoyable that I am ashamed ever 
to have hesitated to give Him whatever 
He has required. Actually, He has given 
me back ten, twenty—and even a hun- 
dredfold. 

When you realize this great truth, 
you can understand Jesus’ marvelous 
statement (or question), “What is a man 
profited, if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul? or what 
shall a man give in exchange for his 
soul?” I had a very dear friend who 
resisted all efforts to get him into God’s 
service. He slaved from morning till 
night, and late into the night, to build 
himself a fortune—and succeeded. He 
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had a luxurious home, but took little 
time to enjoy it. At the age of sixty, 
when he should have been in the prime 
of life, he decided to retire from busi- 
ness and spend the balance of his life 
“just resting and having a good time.” 
He sold his business and his home and 
went to Miami Beach, Fla., where he 
rented an expensive apartment. He de- 
cided to try fishing for pleasure and in 
that way fill up the spare time he had 
not learned how to use. He had never 
learned to play. He telegraphed me to 
come and join him at his expense and 
teach him how to fish. I was arranging 
to accept his invitation, when a tele- 
phone call brought the news of his sud- 
den death. Got up to go into another 
room, and dropped dead. I do not know 
what “room” he occupies now—but I 
don’t feel comfortable about him. 

“Then Peter began to say unto him, 
Lo, we have left all, and have followed 
thee. And Jesus answered and said, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Verily I say unto you, There is no man 
that hath left house, or brethren, or sis- 
ters, or father, or mother, or wife, or 
children, or lands, for my sake, and the 
gospel’s, but he shall receive an hundred- 
fold now in this time, houses, and breth- 
ren, and sisters, and mothers, and chil- 
dren, and lands, with persecutions; and 
in the world to come eternal life” (Mark 
10: 28-30). 
WEAVERVILLE, N, C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HIS morning each of you may add 

an orange heart to your chart, with 
the word peacemakers printed on it. 
As we work, we'll say the first six Beati- 
tudes and learn the next one: “Blessed 
are the peacemakers: for they shall be 
called the children of God.” 

People often say, “I'll believe it when 
I see it.” But this is not the way to 
understand the things of God. We must 
believe first, and then God will reveal 
more to us. At the grave of Lazarus, 
Jesus said, “If thou wouldest believe, 
thou shouldest see the glory of God.” 

Last Sunday we read that the Phari- 
sees and Sadducees asked Jesus for a 
sign from Heaven. But they did not 
believe in Him and. so were granted no 
further sign. Peter, James, and John 
did believe in Him and were privileged 
to see a wonderful sign from Heaven, of 
which we shall read in today’s lesson. 

Turn first to Matthew 16:13-20. Here 
we find the most important question ever 
asked, and then the inspired answer. 
The, question our Lord asked in verse 
13 is jmportant. What people think of 
Him determines their attitude toward 
everything else. No one can hate sin 
and love holiness as he ought till he has 
by faith seen Christ dying for his sins. 
But the question that settles our eternal 
destiny is the one found in verse 15. 
That is why I call it the greatest ques- 
tion ever asked: Who do we say that 
Jesus is? Notice it is not just, Who do 
we think He is; but, Who do we say He 
is. We must believe in our hearts that 
He is the Christ, the Son of the living 
God, and that He died on the cross for 
our sins and rose again. Then we must 
confess Him as Lord with our mouths 
if we are to experience salvation. Have 
you done this? 

Read again Peter’s answer in verse 16. 
Peter said what everyone who knew 
Jesus should have said, “Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” But 
notice the next verse. Peter knew this, 
not by observation, although there had 
been complete proof of it, but by direct 
revelation from God. 

Now read Matthew 16:18-20. Notice 
that Christ said He would give Peter 
the “keys of the kingdom of heaven,” 
not the keys of Heaven. It was Peter’s 
honor to use those keys on the day of 
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Pentecost, when his preaching was used 
to convert three thousand Jews, who, 
added to the hundred and twenty dis- 
ciples, began the early church. Seven 
years later, Peter used the keys again, 
in the home of Cornelius, to open the 
door of the Kingdom to the Gentiles. 

Next read from verse 21 to the end of 
the chapter. Here Peter made a great 
mistake. Though he had _ confessed 
Christ as the Son of God, he forgot the 
reverence due his Lord. And he did not 
want Him to suffer and die but to con- 
quer the Romans and reign. 

Jesus rebuked him, and told His dis- 
ciples He had not called them to a life 
of self-pleasing but to one of self-deny- 
ing and service to Him. But afterward 
they would be rewarded when He came 
in glory to reign. 

About a week later Jesus took Peter, 
James, and John up into a mountain to 
see His kingdom of glory. Read Mat- 
thew 17:1-9. We get more detail of this 
wonderful scene in Mark 9 and Luke 9. 
This must have taken place at night, 
for Luke says that the disciples were 
“heavy with sleep.” While Jesus prayed, 
glorious heavenly light shone on His 
face, and His clothing became dazzling 
white. The glory of that light awak- 
ened Peter, James, and John. When 
they saw Moses and Elijah talking with 
their glorified Lord, Peter proposed that 
they build a tabernacle for each of 
them. Immediately, while he was yet 
speaking, a bright cloud overshadowed 
them and a voice out of the cloud said, 
“This is my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased; hear ye him.” They 
fell on their faces in fear. Then Jesus 
came and touched them, saying, “Arise, 
be not afraid.” When they looked up 
they saw no man but Jesus only. And 
that is what God desired. His blessed 
Son must be supreme. 

In Peter’s Second Epistle he refers to 
this transfiguration scene as one of the 
proofs that the power and coming of 
our Lord Jesus was not a fable. He 
Says that he and his companions were 
eyewitnesses of His majesty. But re- 
member they saw His glory after: they 
had believed in Him. 

If we believe in Jesus, then let us 
deny ourselves and follow Him. We 
shall see and share His glory through- 
out the endless ages of eternity. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E, Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Knowing Jesus Better (Matt. 16:13-17) 


HEN a new boy or girl moves into 


your neighborhood or school, how 
do you get acquainte@? Watch him in 
school? play with him? talk with him? 
You notice whether he is kind or cruel 
to a stray kitten. You hear the swear 
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words or the good language he uses. 
You see whether he plays fair or cheats 
in games. AS you see and hear, you 
make up your mind whether he is good 
or bad, whether you ,want him for a 
friend or not. Father and Mother may 
influence you with their better judg- 
ment, too, : 

When the Lord Jesus, Son of God, 
the Prince of Heaven, gave up His glory 
and came to earth as a man, it was use- 
less to tell most people who He was. 
They would not have believed it. He 
had to show them by the way He lived 
while they got acquainted. He was such 
a strange man, different from ordinary 
people in certain ways! We have had 
eight lessons about Him; some of you 
have read over fifty stories about Him. 
What were the strange things that made 
people wonder and talk? And such 
different ideas they had as to why He 
was different and how He could do 
the strange things He did! Some of 
them wanted even more signs as proof 
of who He was! But no more signs for 
them! Except one final one when He 
came to life! As it turned out, they 
would not believe that, either, and made 
up a story to explain it. 

Day by day Peter and Andrew, James 
and John, Matthew and the rest of the 
twelve disciples had been with Him. 
They were seeing and hearing, getting 
acquainted, and making up their minds. 
His walking on the water that night 
rmaade them think one thing. Do you re- 
member what they said and did that 
time2. (Matt. 14:33.) Sometimes people 
change their minds as they see more of 
a person and get to know him better. 
The Lord had given all the signs needed 
now. Did they know, really know, who 
He was? He wanted them to tell Him. 
He led up to it by first asking what 
other people thought about Him, how 
they explained the things He did. Do 
you know what they thought? That He 
was John the Baptist come to life! John 
had never done a miracle. One of you 
who read the story tell about what had 
happened to him. And wicked Herod 
was one of those who thought Jesus 
might be that John he had killed! Eli- 
jah had- done some miracles. Jesus 
might be Elijah! Jeremiah had preached 
strong sermons to the people. Jesus 
might be Jeremiah! But, of course, He 
wasn't! Did anyone know who He was? 
Yes! When the Lord Jesus asked, “Who 
do you think I am?” Peter answered, 
“You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God!” They knew the secret, 
they had believed the signs! Why didn’t 
other people? I cannot explain. How- 
ever, the Lord said that Peter did not 
know because another person had told 
him but because God had shown him. 

As you have read Matthew’s fifty-six 
stories that picture the Lord for us, how 
do you read the signs of what He said 
and did? Suppose the Lord asked you, 
“What do you think of Me?” What 
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would you answer? Peter’s answer, our 
Memory Verse, gives words we can use 
in our worship if we really mean them: 
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God” (Matt. 16:16). (Add this 
verse to the worship poster.) 

Your stories to read this week will 
make you better acquainted with the 
Lord Jesus. Remember: “Grow ... 
in the knowledge of our Lord and Sav- 
iour Jesus Christ.” Here they are: 
(57) Was more proof needed? Matthew 
16:1-4. (58) How others read the signs, 
verses 13-18. (59) What next? Verses 21- 
23. (60) Following Jesus, verses 24-27. 
(61) Seeing Jesus’ glory, 17:1-9. (62) 
A boy who had fits, verses 14:21. (63) 
Money for taxes, verses 24-27. 

Orono, MAINE. 

we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


VELYN and.her seven brothers and 
sisters live in the Pennsylvania 
hills. How they love to go to Sunday 
school and church together with their 
mother and daddy! But it was not al- 
ways so in Evelyn's family, I’m sorry to 
say. There was a time when none of 
them—not one of them—went either to 
Sunday school or church. But one day, 
quite suddenly, all of that was changed. 
Evelyn was down at a swimming pool 
one hot summer day. As much as she 
loved splashing in the water, she loved 
even more to hear a story. So when a 
man came along and asked her and the 
other children if they would like to hear 
a story—a true one!—Evelyn was the 
first to push her scraggly hair out of 
her eyes and sit down, crosslegged, in 
front of the storyteller. There, that 
day, the children heard for.the first time 
of the Lord Jesus, the Saviour sent from 
Heaven. When the story was finished, 
Evelyn immediately believed in her 
heart that the Lord Jesus Christ was 
the Son of God. At once she asked Him 
to forgive her sins and to become her 
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Saviour. 


How happy she Was to have 
Him dwell in her heart! . 

But Evelyn had a problem. None of 
the other children ‘who heard the story 


believed on the Saviour. Nor did the 
rest of her family believe on Him or 
receive Him when she told them the 
lesson she had heard. She could not 
understand-it. Nor did she understand 
it for a long, long time. For, you see, 
never before that day had she heard 
God’s Word. She did not go to God’s 
house. As soon, however, as she re- 
ceived the Saviour, she longed to learn 
more of Him and of the Bible. And the 
Lord Jesus, who loves children with 
a special love, guided her to a good 
church where she could learn about the 
things of God. 

Never did any little girl listen more 
intently to the lessons and sermons that 
she heard in Sunday school and church 
than did Evelyn. She learned new 
things every Sunday, and always she 
repeated them to her family. They lis- 
tened to each lesson. But never once 
did they believe in their hearts that the 
Lord Jesus was the Son of God. That 
disturbed Evelyn, and she could not un- 
derstand it. 

Then one day her Sunday school 
teacher taught a lesson that made the 
perplexed girl understand why her fam- 
ily had not believed. This was the 
story: 

One day in the long, long ago, when 
the Lord Jesus was on earth, He took 
His disciples into the mountains in the 
far north of His country (Caesarea 
Philippi). That place had been famous 
for many years as a place where people 
worshiped make-believe gods. For over 
two years His disciples had been: with 
Him—watching Him perform miracles, 
hearing His sermons, seeing Him spend 
nights in prayer. The things that He 
had done had proved definitely that He 
was God the Son—the one for whom 
the Jewish people had been waiting for 
hundreds of years. 

That day, there on the mountain, He 
asked His disciples, “Whom do men say 
that I... .am?” They answered that 
some thought He was one of the 
prophets come back from the dead. 
Others thought He was someone else. 
Looking at them squarely in the eyes, 
He asked, “But whom say ye that I am?” 

Peter, who usually spoke for all of 
the disciples, exclaimed, “Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” The 
Lord Jesus was pleased when He heard 
that. He was indeed the Son of God. 
He wanted the disciples :to be assured 
of that. 

Tenderly He replied, “No man has re- 
vealed this to you, Peter. But my 
Father in Heaven has helped you to 
understand who I am.” 

Evelyn thought about that lesson for 
a long time. She knew that her parents 
and her brothers and sisters would un- 
derstand that the Lord Jesus is the Sav- 
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iour, as God revealed it to them. She 
began to pray that He would help them 
to know Him. And her prayer is being 
answered. , 
LANCASTER, PA. 
4 . 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th) St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1957 


may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 


a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


What Is He to You?—Whom say ye 
that I am? . . . Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God (Matt. 16:15, 
16, Golden Text). Do we as Christians 
ever ponder on just who Jesus is, and 
what He means to us? Is He truly the 
Son of the*living God, or is He some 
remote spirit? It is said that one day, 
out walking with a friend, Tennyson 
was asked: “Mr. Tennyson, you speak 
so often of Jesus. Will you tell me 
what Christ really means to your life?” 
Tennyson stopped, and pointing to a 
beautiful flower said, “What the sun is 
to the flower, Jesus Christ is to my 
soul.” When He becomes the very light 
of our life, then we can answer His 
question—to us He becomes the Son of 
the living God.—From Christian Digest. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. 


Do You Want To Tell Others?—When 
Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea 
Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, 
Whom do men say that I the Son of man 
am? (Matt. 16:13.) The moment a man 
is converted, if he would let himself 
alone, his instincts would lead him to 
tell his fellows. I know that the mo- 
ment I came out of that little chapel 
wherein I found the Saviour, I wanted 
to pour out my tale of joy. I could have 
cried with Cennik: 

Then will I tell to sinners round 
What a dear Saviour I have found; 

I'll point to Thy redeeming blood, 
And say, Behold the way to God. 
—From C. H. Spurgeon. Sent by J. Ed- 

ward Raiser, Shelby, Ohio. 


Part of the Structure.—Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God... 
upon this rock I will build my church 
(Matt. 16:16, 18). A minister, in a ser- 
mon, described a visit to a vacant house 
with a friend who desired to purchase 
it. The friend was particularly struck 
by the beauty of one of the rooms 
which he wished to turn into his study; 
but he objected to a cupboard’ in the 
comer. “I will have to remove it,” he 
Said to the architect. “No, you won't,” 
was the reply. “But I can do what I 
like if I buy the house,” said the man. 
“You cannot do what you like with that 
cupboard,” answered the architect. 
“Why not?” he asked. “Is it protected 
by a clause in the deed?” “No,” said the 
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architect, “it is not on the deed; it is 
on the plan. You cannot take away 
the cupboard without taking down the 
house; it is part of the main structure.” 
If we take away the deity of Christ 
we destroy the whole structure of Chris- 
tianity. — From the Sunday School 
Chronicle. Sent by J. A. Clark, South- 
port, Eng. Prize illustration. 


In Order To Convert Others.—Blessed 
art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and 
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, 
but my Father which is in Heaven 
(Matt. 16:17). It was at the close, many 
years ago, of a village service in Swit- 
zerland, that the pastor, leaving the 
church in company with a young min- 
ister who had_ just been preaching for 
him, said sorrowfully: “It appears to 
me, sir, that you have not yet learned 
that in order to convert others you must 
first be converted yourself. Your ser- 
mon was not a Christian discourse, and 
I sincerely hope my people didn’t un- 
derstand it.” “Blessed and salutary 
words!” wrote César Malan, the one 
thus reproved, in later life; “From them 
and all that this faithful servant of 
Christ added to them, I began to un- 
derstand what it really is to be a Chris- 
tian, At the time of my ordination I 
was in utter ignorence. of the truth as 
it is in Jesus. In this darkness I lin- 
gered until 1814. when I first appre- 
hended the truth that our Lord Jesus 


Christ is God.”.—From the Dawn. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 
Little Stone or Bedrock?—Upon this 


rock I will build my church (Matt. 16: 
18). It was after thidnight. The editor 
was sitting alone in a day coach on the 
train, and in the seat just in. front of 
him was a young Roman Catholic priest. 

. Moving up beside the priest, we 
began to discuss the things of the Lord. 

. At length the conversation turned 
to the papacy. We sought to show the 
priest, in a loving way, that the suc- 
ceeding popes would hardly be thought 
to be more authoritative than the one 
whom they called the founder of the 
church, Peter. Upon the young man’s 
complete accord With this, we opened 
our New Testament to 1 Peter 2 and 
showed him who it was that Peter ac- 
knowledged to be the Rock and that 
all those who are believers in Christ 
are fully members of the priesthood 
and have direct access to God. Our 
companion was somewhat discomposed 
and was beginning to become annoyed, 
so we decided that perhaps we had gone 
far enough. Just one more question. 
“Tell me, sir,” we inquired, “tell me, 
before we part: are you trusting in 
petros, the stone, the little piece of rock, 
or is it in petra, the essential Rock, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, in 
whom you trust?” Thank God for his 
answer: “It is to Christ, the crucified 
Lord, that I have committed my soul.” 
Confused in doctrine was this Roman 
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How to be money-wise 
and Christian too- 


Buy an annuity with a}, ihearti 
You are wise to invest your money in an 
annuity —a safe, worry-free form of in- 
vestment. You are truly Christian to buy 
an annuity with a heart—an American 
Bible Society Annuity Agreement. 

In this way you obtain a secure, regu- 
lar, unchanging income that begins 
immediately—provides com- 
fort for you all your 
life—and then goes 
on afterward to 
spread the Gospel to 
all the world. 

Send Coupon Today! 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY ! 
450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 

Please send me, without obligation, your 
booklet SSB-72 entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 
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AVAILABLE 


STONY BROOK LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
Dates still open for 1957 season 


JUNE 29 to JULY 6 
AUGUST 3 to AUGUST 10 


Beautiful 70-acre campus of Stony Brook School 
Comfortable dormitories with linens and blan- 
kets, dining room, excellent food, classrooms, 
chapel, auditorium, athletic field, many sports 
Swimming and golf nearby. 

For details phone Stony Brook 7-0268 or write 
Mr. James E. Hill, Stony Brook, N. Y. 
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Catholic priest, but his faith was rightly 
placed—From the Pilgrim. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans, 


Why Not Be Open About It?—Let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross, 
and follow me (Matt. 16:24). Two A.T.S. 
girls went to an open air forces meeting. 
“T am a Christian,” said one of the girls, 
“but I am not very open about it. Is 
it not possible to pray in bed?” “Pos- 
sible, yes, but it is no testimony to 
others, is it?” The second girl added, 
“Well, I am not a Christian, but I am 
interested. There was a girl in my 
room who knelt at her bedside every 
night, and the first time I saw her do 
it, I cried myself to sleep.” Both those 
girls returned to barracks that night, 
not only trusting the Lord Jesus as 
Saviour but determined to confess Him. 
—From In Britain’s Camps. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Willing To Be a Servant.—For who- 
soever will save his life shall lose it: 
and whosoever will lose his life for my 
sake shall find it (Matt. 16:25). When 
Robert Morrison was a missionary in 
China he wrote to the Missionary Soci- 
ety in England that he greatly needed 
another missionary to help him. While 
the Society was wondering who could 
be sent, a young man from the country, 
poorly clad and rough of manner, came 
and offered himself for the work. After 
meeting and talking the matter over 
with him, the members of the Society 
requested him to withdraw while they 
came to a decision. They decided that 
he would never do to help Dr. Morrison, 
for he lacked sufficient education and 
culture. Finally they said to one of 
their number, “Dr. Phillips, you go out 
and tell the young man that the gentle- 








This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 132) 

. Presenting the King in His Passion. 
. Peter’s great confession. 

. Somewhere near Caesarea Philippi. 
. The deity of the Messiah. 

. Christ Himself, as the confessed 
Son of God. 

6. The “keys” are a symbol of author- 
ity. In this case they represent apostolic 
authority. 

7. To proclaim Him as Christ apart 
from His cross would be to present an 
incomplete Gospel. 

8. Divine revelation in one case (v. 
17), and Satanic suggestion in the other 
case (v. 23). 

9. In His temptation in the wilder- 
ness (Luke 4:8). : 

10. By ,indicating that the cross was 
not only His portion, but the portion of 
all who would be His disciples (v. 24). 
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men do not think him fit to be a mis- 
Sionary, but that if he would like to go 
out as a servant to the missionary we 
will send him.” Very reluctantly Dr. 
Phillips carried out his commission, and 
was greatly surprised and_ gratified 
when the young man calmly said: “Very 
well, sir, I will go as a servant. I am 
willing to be a hewer of wood and a 
drawer of water, or to do anything to 
help the cause of my heavenly Master.” 
The young man went to China as a 
servant, but he soon became a mission- 
ary, and a very great and famous one— 
Dr. Milne—From Tarbell’s Teachers 
Guide. Sent by M. Irene Jury, Glen- 
dale, Calif. 
YS 


Children at Home 
Matsu's New Song 


Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


LICKITY -CLANG,  clickity - clang 

went the big bell for the end of 
morning school, and before it stopped 
out ran all the Japanese boys. In their 
neat navy-blue uniforms, peaked caps, 
and leather footwear they looked like a 
company of soldier-cadets making a de- 
termined sortie. Each boy was intent 
on getting home as fast as he could— 
if he lived near enough to the school 
to do so. 

The home of one lad, Matsu (mean- 
ing pine tree), was too far away, so he 
squatted down to eat his lunch under a 
beautiful white cherry tree. It really 
was a marvelous vision of snow-white 
blossoms, but Matsu had no time just 
then to admire it. : 

Unfolding a gay-patterned square of 
cotton cloth, called a feroshiki, he pro- 
duced a small, flat tin box. In it was 
tightly packed a dainty lunch of rice, 
pickles, and small bits of raw fish. 
These his mother had cleverly made 
into the shape of a little sailing boat, 
for she was very skillful in making 
pretty designs for his lunch box. To- 
day it was a little red boat scooped 
out of a large radish with a tiny sail 
made with a flake of white fish and a 
little bamboo stick for a mast, reposing 
on the rice. 

It was not long before all had dis- 
appeared, for Matsu had to run down to 
the nearby railway station and try to 
sell newspapers and cheap books before 
afternoon school. He did this to help 
his father, who had only a very small 
shop and who had other children to 
be fed. Matsu had no time to watch the 
trains puffing and snorting in and out 
with engines shrieking and people dash- 
ing about everywhere. He himself had 
to rush and shout to make himself heard 
above the noise. 

There were lots of other boys selling 
bento (food for the way) and all sorts 
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of things, so it was really a battle among 
the boys to try to get the trade. Matsu 
always managed to get to school on time, 
but he often had to return to the sta- 
tion and stay late until evéry paper 
was sold. 

Feeling rather tired one evening, he 
was glad to hear a gay little tune being 
played on a long bamboo whistle by 
his friend the old bean curd seller, who 
was popular with everyone because he 
was So kind and cheery.’ Matsu dearly 
loved music. He had a very good voice 
and sometimes the old man let him play 
tunes to attract customers, and the boy 
delighted in this. 

“Good evening, Small Son. You are 
late tonight,” said Grandfather Ito, as 
they called him, “Can’t you stop‘for a 
bowl of bean curd?” 

“No, Honorable Sir, I must not delay 
a minute, or they will be angry at home. 
I didn’t get all my papers sold early, 
and my father always punishes me if 
the money is short.” With a very low, 
polite bow Matsu hurried on, for he 
knew what would happen if he didn’t 
run the rest of the way home. 

Festivals are very many in Japan, and 
next day was a school holiday, so Matsu 
finished early. He thought he would 
go out to the hills in the afternoon and 
practice his music as the school concert 
was coming on, and he had been given 
a solo part. 

As he walked quickly toward the 
section of the town where he lived, 
Matsu came upon a group of big boys 
playing a game that he had never seen 
before, so he stopped to watch them. 

“Come along, you, youngster!” shouted 
one of them, noticing his interest. “This 
is a new game of much profit. It’s 
quite easy to play, and we'll teach you. 
Come on, quick!” 

“Yes,” shouted another big boy, “show 
us how clever and smart you are. Roll 
this metal disc onto that square in the 
center. If you do so you will win a 
prize—a whole sen piece.” 

It sounded easy enough and, with all 
these big boys urging him on, Matsu 
tucked his money box firmly under his 
arm and took careful aim. He was 
given two tries, and nearly scored a 
victory, while the boys applauded 
loudly. 

Then suddenly there was shouting as 
a fight began between two of the boys, 
causing no end of confusion. Matsu 
was roughly knocked down, kicked, and 
beaten. When he recovered and could 
sit up he found himself bruised and 
bleeding from several cuts on his face. 
Worst of all, his lunch box, containing 
all his money, was gone, and there was 
not a boy in sight. 

Wondering how it had all happened 
so quickly he was thankful to hear the 
whistle of the old bean curd seller as 
he was coming along the way. Matsu 
got up slowly, feeling giddy and miser- 
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place in present-day evangelical life. The 
| compilation making up the present volume 
covers a wide area of subjects related both 
to Christian doctrine and Christian living. 
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that he may be enabled to teach others 
to learn his new song of praise to God, 
not only with their lips, but to practice 
it in their daily lives, 

WokrTHING, Sussex; ENG. 


we 


What Does “His Heel” Mean? 
(Continued from second page) 


seed of the woman, that is, Christ, would, 
in His death and resurrection, bruise the 
head of Satan, or the vital part, by 
gaining a victory that will be complete 
“vhen all the redeemed are in Heaven 
and “when he shall have put down all 
rule. and all authority and power” (1 
Cor. 15:24); and Satan would “bruise his 
heel” by doing his part to bring about 
Christ’s death as a man on the cross. 
The words “head” and “heel” are sym- 
bolic of complete and partial victory, 
for an injury to the head is often fatal 
whereas one on the hee] is not. (A her- 
petologist may say that the bite of a 
rattlesnake, copperhead, coral snake, 
cottonmouth moccasin, or cobra on the 
heel can be fatal if it is not treated at 
once; but it must be remembered that 
symbols can rarely be pushed to the 
extreme in every detail.) 

The following satisfactory comment is 
found in Jamieson, Fausset and Brown: 

“The leading idea is founded on the 
habit of the insidious serpent to bite 
its victim in the heel or behind, and that 
of mankind striking or dashing at a 
serpent’s head with a club. The same 
verb is used to describe the attack upon 
the head and the heel, to show that de- 
struction is aimed at in both. But 
though the bite of a serpent on the heel 
of a man, when the poison infects the 
blood, is dangerous, it is not incurable. 
The crushing of the serpent’s head, 
however, is destruction. With the ex- 
ception of Papists, who, contrary alike 
to sense and grammar, render the words 
‘she shall bruise,’ this clause is consid- 
ered universally as referring to a Re- 
deemer, who, in human nature, and a 
son of woman born, should, after par- 
tial suffering from a wicked malignant 
power, obtain a complete victory, and 
deprive # of all further means or op- 
portunity of doing evil. The seed of 
the woman who was to bruise the ser- 
pent’s head is connected with a singular 
verb and pronoun, and, denoting there- 
fore, an individual, points to Christ per- 
sonally in a peculiat and emphatic sense. 
In Him the prophecy attained its high- 
est fulfillment: He is the representative 
of the whole race, as well as the source 
of al] the life and energy by which the 
Church bruises. the serpent’s head; and 
by His death on the cross, when His 
‘Heel’—i.e., His humanity—was laid low, 
He successfully encountered Satan in a 
manner that excludes all idea of any par- 
ticipator either in His sufferings or His 
triumphs. But although the prophecy 
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Lesson for March 3 


does unquestionably refer to Christ’s 
personal conflict with Satan, and His 
victory over him as its culminating 
point, yet the Church—which is the 
spiritual body of which He is the Head 
—must also, in its idea] unity, be viewed 
as embraced in this prophetic intima- 
tion, which finds its accomplishment in 
all the conflicts of God’s people with the 
powers of darkness—whether the con- 
flicts of the Church universal, of par- 
ticular branches of it, or of private be- 
lievers, issuing in their final triumph at 
that day when, ‘Satan being completely 
and for ever bruised under their feet,’ 
He who was ‘made of a woman’ shall 
appear in His glory, and reign, in a bet- 
ter than the earthly paradise regained, 
over the myriads of His ransomed peo- 
ple.” 
2 ve 


A “Ram Caught in a Thicket’ 
(Continued from page 130) 


thicket?” thought Bryan, wheeling his 
car around and driving down the side 
street and stopping alongside the lad. 

“Good morning, Son!” 

“Good morning.” 

“How would you like to go to Sunday 
school this morning?” 

“Sure, fine!” came the answer with a 
note of cheer. 

“What’s your name, Son?” 

“Stewart.” 

“That’s a good name. They call me 
Bryan. Where do you live, Stewart?” 

“In the big trailer court on Balboa 
Boulevard.” 

“Are there any other boys of your 
age there?” 

“Yes, several.” 

“That’s swell. How about riding over 
to see if your mother will let you go 
with me to Sunday school today?” 

“O.K.! But, would you come here, 
first?” 

“Surely!” emphasized Bryan, getting 
out of his car. “What may I do for you, 
Stewart?” 

“My pant leg is caught in the sprocket 
and I can’t get it out.” 

“Boy! You’re really snagged, aren't 
you!” said Bryan, as joy filled his heart 
that this was sure enough a “ram” 
caught in a thicket for a special pur- 


* pose, 


After quite a tussle with the bicycle 
sprocket, Bryan was successful in free- 
ing the Levi’s without damage. 

Stewart had finished delivering his Sun- 
day morning papers and had been ready 
to return home. However, God evidently 
had other plans for him and saw to it 
that he would be detained. When freed, 
Stewart, with a broad smile, rode home 
in record speed while Bryan followed 
in his car to see his mother. 

Rams are caught in thickets for a pur- 
Pose, as was the ram that Abraham found 
caught in a thicket for his sacrifice; and 
by the means of Stewart, many contacts 
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were made possible. One family with 
three boys, whom Bryan had previously 
known from another city, were now, liv- 
ing in this trailer court with no Sun- 
day school affiliation. These and many 
other contacts were also made. 


GLENDALE, CALIF. 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








Personal Evangelism. By J. C. Ma- 
caulay and Robert H. Belton. (Moody 
Press, Chicago 10; $3.25.) 
trine .is combined with spiritual coun- 
sel in this new textbook on personal 
evangelism, and the result is a work 
that makes a real contribution to the 
field. Prepared by men who are equip- 
ped for the task by their own passion, 
and by their experience in teaching the 
subject at Moody Bible Institute, the 
book opens with a thought-provoking 
presentation of the meaning of evan- 
gelism, and then considers its message. 
Here is sound doctrine indeed—the only 
adequate foundation for evangelism. 

The authors are deeply conscious of 
the fact that no method is in itself the 
key to success in this important work. 
Their emphasis is a deeply spiritual one, 
but at the same time they show a 


‘knowledge of and appreciation for the 


various media of sepen need work, and 


Sound doc- 
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Aware of the need for inspiring 
students and young ministers to 
preach Biblical sermons, Dr. Heltzel 
makes Christ the central figure in 
each of these thirteen sermons, 

Each chapter exalts Christ, stating 
some aspect of His relationship with 

’ people. Based firmly on the Bible, 
they convey a feeling of unity, a 


sense of purpose, and offer a solid 
answer to a confused and unhappy 
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their book is abreast of the latest de- 
velopments in this area. 

There is a —— showing how to 
answer miscella us objections; and 
there are chapters giving pointers on 
how to deal with members of various 
cults, with Roman Catholics, and with 
Jews. At the end of each chapter there 
are questions and exercises, which will 
be helpful to study groups who use this 
as a textbook. Dr. Macaulay, the Times 
leading lesson writer, asked Dr. Belton 


to collaborate in the preparation of this, 


volume, so he wrote Lessons 16 to 20. 
At the conclusion are Scripture and sub- 
ject indexes and two lists of useful 
books. The book is both stimulating 
and practical, and it should be of real 
help, both in classroom work and for 
individuals, 


The Keswick Week, 1956. (Marshall, 
Morgan & Scott, London; may be or- 
dered from A. W. Bradley, 92 Gordon 
Road, Ealing, London, W. 13; $2.) Like 
a breath of clear, cool mountain air 
from the lovely lake district in the 
north of England come these messages 
from the 75th Annual Convention held 
last July. This paper-covered volume, 
with pages printed in two columns, con- 
tains all the addresses given during the 
seven days. They follow the progres- 
sion always observed at the English 
Keswick (and at America’s Keswick, 
N. J.). On the first Saturday evening 
there were short messages of welcome 
which also explained the purpose of 
the Convention. On Sunday the topic 
was “Worship and World-Wide Wit- 
ness.” Thereafter the speakers set forth 
the gravity of sin, the believer’s need 
of cleansing and holy living, the place 
of prayer, God’s provision for a victo- 
rious life, and service on the home or 
foreign fields as the culmination of a 
surrendered life. Dr. Paul S. Rees of 
Minneapolis led the Bible readings (on 
prayer), which are considered to be of 
vital importance. Other speakers whose 
names are well known were A. T. 
Houghton, George B. Duncan, Tom Rees, 
Leith Samuel, Stephen F. Olford, and 
the Rev. Hugh R. Gough, Bishop of 
Barking. The report was edited by the 
Rev. H. F. Stevenson, editor of the Life 
of Faith. 

In these fine addresses those who have 
attended Keswick will sense again that 
atmosphere of quiet, serious devotion 
which always pervades the Cenvention; 
and even those who have not will find 
here a storehouse of stimulating studies 
in the life of faith which will richly 
repay leisurely, prayerful reading.” 


Malla Moe. By Maria Nilsen, as told 
to Paul H. Sheetz. (Moody Press, Chi- 
cago 10; $3.) “You could not ignore her 
any more than you could an earthquake. 
You could not hate Malla. Moe; she 
would melt you down if you tried. The 
only alternative was to love her, and 
that is what everyone did who really 


* the cunning little butterball, 
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knew her.” So writes the author con- 
cerning this Norwegian-born mission- 
ary of The Evangelical Alliance Mission 
(formerly the Scandinavian Alliance). 
The born-again will understand the 
urgency that compelled Malla Moe to 
speak to every person whom she met, 
from the streets of the United States 
to the kraals of Africa, making sure 
that they understood the Gospel. Her 
methods were often unique (some would 
say eccentric)—to try to imitate them 
would be folly—but her yieldedness to 
the Saviour and her love for souls is 
clearly manifest in this book that bears 
her name. Even after her babes were 
won, she yearned over them, and re- 
joiced as one by one they entered 
“safely over’ into Heaven. This de- 
lightful story is well written, and 
vividly portrays her life in Swaziland, 
Zululand, and Tongaland. It is filled 
with humor and pathos, and reveals a 
heart that burned within to tell God’s 
message in every place, on every occa- 
sion. 


Tomboy Janie’s Adventures With 
Peek. By Marian M. Schoolland. (Wm. 
B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, 
Mich., $1.25.) The roly-poly puppy with 
the soft silky ears was named Peek 
because the first time Janie saw him_was 
when he peeked out of the pocket of 
her daddy’s raincoat. She dearly loved 
and her 
joy would have been full if it had not 
been for the mystery of how he came to 
be in Daddy’s pocket, and of the Ger- 
man note that Janie’s brother Chuck 
found fastened to Peek’s collar. Even 
when certain definite clues revealed 
Peek’s identity, Janie resented the 


thought that she would have to give. 


him up. It wasn’t until this selfish 
little girl faced up on her dishonesty 
that the victory was won. Then joy 
came to two little girls, and a happy 
surprise for Janie. This is a lovely 
Christian story for children six to 
twelve years old, 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, March 3 


“Thou Art the Christ!” 
(Matt. 16:13-17; Luke 22:66-70; 
Atts 8:36-38) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
: used by permission. 

HE title of this week’s topic, as you 

will notice, is taken from Peter’s 
confession of Christ found in the first 
Scripture portion chosen for this week, 
Matthew 16. It is intended that this 
meeting include personal testimonies 
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from members of your group concerning 
doubts they may have had about Christ 
and the Christian life, how these doubts 
were answered or eliminated, and how 
they came to believe on Christ as Say- 
iour and Lord. You may find it advis- 
able, in advance of the meeting, to 
speak to two or three of your members 
whom you know may be depended upon 
to give a good, clear testimony and thus 
avoid long and embarrassing pauses in 
your meeting. Or, you may wish to 
speak to the whole group at least a 
week ahead of time urging as many as 
will to come prepared to give a testi- 
mony, or, perhaps, to give a verse of 
Scripture that has helped them in be- 
lieving on Christ as their Saviour. 


‘ bs 


You may find it challenging and 
thought-provoking to have one of your 
members prepare a large paper-strip 
poster for the front of your meeting 
room, bearing the words, “Whom say ye 
that I am?” or, “What think ye of 
Christ?” 

The leader of this meeting will need 
to exercise care in presiding to keep 
the testimonies from wandering through 
irrelevant details. Urge your members 
to be specific and positive. The aim in 
mentioning former doubts or difficulties 
should be not to emphasize or magnify 
the doubts, but to tell how they were 
overcome, and how living faith in Christ 
was born in their hearts. Do not hesi- 
tate to interrupt courteously any who 
may wander, or miss the point, or speak 
at too great length. Thus you will help 
them and at the same time help those 
who are listening and who may be dis- 
couraged by too long or by all-inclusive 
testimonies, 


Help your members to see that faith 
in Christ as teacher, or example, or 
friend, while desirable and important, 
is not saving faith. Belief in Him as the 
unique Son of God and as one’s own pet- 
sonal Saviour is the gateway to eternal 
life (John 1:12; 3:16), and the*only sure 
foundation for a Christian life and ex- 
perience. Only when we have received 
Him as our, Saviour can we go on to 
serve Him and enjoy Him as our teacher 
and example and friend. 


we 


This meeting should not close without 
a clear word regarding the necessity of 
a definite decision for and acceptance of 
Christ. We do not drift or grow into 
the Christian life. We grow in the 
Christian life after we have been born 
again. There is first a moment of time, 
however, when we pass from death (our 
natural state from birth) to life, through 
acceptance of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Not all of us may be able to pinpoint 
the moment when this occurred in our 
experience. Many of us can do so. But 
all of us are conscious, or should be 
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conscious, that “whereas I was blind, 
now I see” (John 9:25). If we are not 
aware of this, or there is any doubt in 
our minds that a definite transaction has 
taken place through which we accepted 
Christ as our personal Saviour, that un- 
certainty can be cleared up this very 
night, by quietly telling Him, right where 
we are, that we do believe on Him and 
accept Him as our Saviour. 
s€ 

Be sure to give an opportunity in this 
meeting for any who have never ac- 
cepted Him, or who are unsure, to ac- 
cept Christ as personal Saviour. You 
may, or may not, feel that it is wise to ask 
for a showing of hands. However, in any 
event, be sure to ask that some word be 
given, later, to the leader of the meeting, 
or to the prayer meeting committee chair- 
man, that such a decision has been made. 
Then let your pastor know about this. 
This will help individuals to be con- 
firmed in their own minds about the 
decision they have made, and it will 
also give an opportunity to other Chris- 
tians to help and encourage such indi- 
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viduals in their newly found life in 
Christ and in growing up in Him. 
8 
Pray much for this meeting, asking 
God to guide and speak through those 
who testify, to use these testimonies to 
help others, and to create, through the 
Holy Spirit, the desire in other hearts 
to accept Christ and to serve Him. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
w 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


February 25 to March 3 


Mon., Feb. 25.—Matt. 16:13-20. 
Peter’s Confession. 


PRAYER SuccestTions: “Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
Peter’s recognition and confession of 
the deity of Christ was the result 
of the illuminating ministry of the Spirit 
of God in both mind and spirit of the 
man. “No man can say that Jesus is 
the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost” (1 
Cor, 12:3). A similar work of the Spirit 
in heart and mind is essential for faith 
in and acknowledgment of the deity of 
Christ by us. In fact the proof of hav- 
ing true Christian faith is that there 
will be a full acknowledgment that 
Jesus is Lord. Many profess Christ as 
Saviour who have never owned Him as 
Lord. Pray for the prime minister of 
India. 


Tues., Feb. 26.—Matt. 16:21-28. Our Cross. 


PRAYER SuccEsTiIons: “If any man will 
come after me, let him deny himself, 
and take up hi8 cross, and follow me.” 
No man can observe any of the precepts 
of Christ without accepting the cross. 
Preferences have to be given up for 
all Gospel principles. God’s will cuts 
straight across ours. Consider your at- 
titude toward the will of God for your 
life and work, and see how much you 
adopt His will and renounce your own. 
Your practices are real tests for your 
state in grace. You are like your in- 
clinations and intentions. Pray for the 
prime minister of Great Britain. 


Wed., Feb. 27.—Matt. 17:1-8. 


Transfigured. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jesus ... was 
transfigured before them.” Our Lord 


on the holy mount allowed His personal 
glory to shine out through His veil of 
flesh. Peter says, “We were with him 


in the holy mount” (2 Pet. 1:18). And 
he says further, “We... . were eyewit- 
nesses of his majesty” (v. 16). Our eyes 


have never seen the “radiant form of 
Christ.” We see Him now with the eye 
of faith, but one of these days we shall 
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see Him coming in the clouds of heaven 
with great glory. Pleasure or pain will 
be our view of Him then. Pray for 
greater readiness for meeting your Lord, 


Thurs., Feb. 28.—Matt. 17:9-13. 
Elijah Has Come. 


PrayEeR Svuccestions: “The disciples 
understood that he spake unto them of 
John the Baptist.” Christ’s forerunner, 
John, the son of Zacharias and Elisabeth, 
had much in common with the Prophet 
Elijah. In raiment and ministry and 
simplicity of life he was a reminder of 
the prophet, but more than a prophet 
since he prepared the way of the Lord. 
Like ancient Elijah he came in the way 
of righteousness and was as bold as a 
lion. Pray for more of the revival-pro- 
moting work of ministers in churches. 


Fri., Mar. 1—Matt. 17:14-20. 
When Faith Fails. 
PrRaYER SuGcEsTIons: “Your unbelief.” 
Unbelief is a great sin, and is usually 
the last one to be confessed. It is a 
very defiling sin, and it reveals the evil 
heart with its slow condition, hardness, 
and blindness. Unbelief calls forth re- 
buke from Christ and prayer on our 
part to be saved from it and from its 
ill effects among God’s people. Pray to 
be more diligent in daily devotions lest 
Satan get the advantage over your soul 
(Psa. 119: 133). 


Sat., Mar. 2.—Matt. 17:22, 23. 
Jesus Faced Death Secutuy. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The son of man 
shall be betrayed into the hands of men: 
and they shall kill him, and the third 
day he shall be raised again.” When 
we recognize Jesus Christ as God mani- 
fest in the flesh, we worship Him for 
all His heavenly excellencies. The past 
and the present and future all stood out 
before Him to whom all was “one pres- 
ent now.” That He came to live here 
in the form of man and to suffgr all 
forms of temptation and to lay down 
His life willingly as a ransom for our 
sins and to ascend on high in a state of 
glory makes the wonderful words of the 
apostles John and Paul marvelously 
meaningful. (See 1 John 3:16 with Acts 
20:28.) Pray that you may newly wor- 
ship your glorious Redeemer. 


Sun., Mar. 3.—Rom. 10:8-13. 
Our Confession. 
PraYerR Succestions: “If thou shalt 
confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart 
that God hath raised him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved.” The test 
of a man’s faith is this: Does the 
man believe the facts of faith as 
given in the Gospels? The influence 
of the Holy Spirit is necessary for 
full declaration of Christ’s actual 
bodily resurrection. It is fear of man 
and lack of reverence for the Lord 
that keeps one from confession. Prey 
for boldness. 











HUNGARIAN 
REFUGEE 
FUND 


Vienna, December 31, 1956 


We, the undersigned, wish to state our approval 
and recognition of the .interdenominational Protes- 
tant ministry achieved by the Rev. Douglas G. 
Stewart, Director of the European Evangelistic 
Crusade (Evangelische Europa Mission), among 
the many thousands of Hungarian refugees who fled 
into Austria. He and his missionaries have per- 
formed a most definite and invaluable service for 
the cause of Christ among'these homeless and desti- 
tute people. This Christian ministry has been 
evidenced in the following manner: 


$60,000 worth of food, clothing, and Christian 
literature; ‘has beeti and is being distributed among 
needy Protest uw’ refugees in Austria and suffering 
Protestap a Fiungey. The spiritual needs of the 
refugees Mave been met, in that the Rev. Douglas 
Stewart has been responsible for the printing of 
100,000 Gospels of St. John, 10,000 New Testa- 
ments, and 200,000 tracts in the Hungarian lan- 
guage. This purchasing and distribution of Scripture 
portions has been vitally important as present sup- 
plies of Bibles have been exhausted. 


Besides this, the Rev. Mr. Stéwart has com- 
pleted and paid for a Hungarian hymnbook (with 
music) with fifty of the best Protestant Hungarian 
hymns, taken from the Hungarian Reformed, 
Lutheran, and Baptist hymnbooks. 


In closing we wish to emphasize that a definite 
work has been accomplished by the Rev. Douglas 
Stewart and his Mission in that they have laid a very 
important groundwork for future spiritual and 
physical aid among the Hungarian refugees. 


Last, but most important of all, the Rev. 
Douglas Stewart has been instrumental in rescuing 
individuals and families out of Hungary into the 
freedom of the West, at great personal risk to his 
own life. 
Prof. D. Trombitas, Professor of Theology, 
Presbyterian Church, Komarom, Hungary 
Prof. Dr. G. Entz, Professor of Theology, 
Lutheran Church, Vienna, Austria 

Dr. S. Haraszti, Vice Principal Baptist Semin- 
ary, Budapest, Hungary 

Karl Zedlacker, Director of Austrian Y.M.C.A., 
and Member International Y.M.C.A. 

Helmut J. Goldschmidt, Protestant layman and 
journalist, Vienna, Austria 








Copyright, 1957. Used by permission of the Rev. Douglas Stewart 
Hungarian refugee mother and her two children devouring their first meal in 
the freedom of the West after making their flight from Communist tyranny. 


The Foreign Service of the 


United States of America 


Vienna, Austria, January 8, 1957 
To Whom It May Concern: 


This is to certify that I have personally observed 
and come in contact with the activities of the Rev. 
Douglas Stewart among 
Hungarian refugees. I 
have been very pleased 
to note that his work 
places its main emphasis 
on the spiritual needs of 
the Hungarians. 


The Rev. Mr. Stew- 
art’s. missionaries have 
held evangelical meetings 
wherever possible in the 
camps, and have distrib- 
uted, in addition to ma- 
terial aid, hundreds of thousands of Bibles, New 
Testaments, hymnbooks, and tracts, in Hungarian, 
to the refugees. 


Rev. Douglas G. Stewart 





Please address all correspondence and gifts to: 


HUNGARIAN REFUGEE FUND 
Rev. Douglas G. Stewart, F.R.G.S. 


Director for North America 
EUROPEAN EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE, INC. 


(Member Mission I.F.M.A.) 


Dear Sir: With a glad and willing heart I am enclosing 
iccnindinapseiaats to help alleviate the physical and spiritual 


needs of the Hungarian refugees. 
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| City 


| 
| 811 Westview Street, Dept. S, Philadelphia 19, Pa. 
| 
| ee em em ewe 
l “— 


Board of Directors 
Dr. George A. Palmer 
President 
Mr. Thornley B. Wood 
Vice President 
Mr. Earle B. Daum 
Dr. Ralph S. Wright 
Dr. Lehman Strauss 
Rev. Douglas G. Stewart 
Miss Ethel O. Moote 


Reference Council 


Rev. Paul E. Billheimer 
| Rev. George T. B. Davis 
Rev. John P. Forsyth 

| Dr. J. H. Hunter 


ae 


Be, C. H. C. Jackson 
Dr. Bob Jones, Sr. 
Dr. Herbert Lockyer 
Dr. James McGinley 
Dr. F. J. Miles 
| Dr. Palmer Muntz 
Dr. J. Winslow Smith 
| Rev. Howard Sugden 
Dr. Lonis T. Talbot 


‘ 





The great disillusionment which has followed 
the years of Communist indoctrination is greatest 
among the Hungarians who were idealistic Com- 
munists. The Rev. Douglas Stewart’s work has 
been directed toward filling that vacuum with spirit- 
ual values in the lives of these people. The need 
is great and I am glad that the Rev. Mr. Stewart 
and his co-workers have done so much toward 
filling that need. 

David S. Lusby, 
Vice Consul of the Embassy of the United States 
of America 





From the very first day that the Hungarian ref- 
ugees began to stream across the frontier, the mis- 
stonaries of the European Evangelistic Crusade 
have been giving physical and spiritual aid to these 
hungry and homeless people. 


I have supervised, and am personally supervising 
our relief ministry to the Hungarian refugees. I have 
seen their appalling physical need as well as their 
need for the comfort of God’s Word and the mes- 
sage of salvation in this their tragic hour; and since 
| speak the Hungarian language I am able to gain 
their confidence and to work more closely with them. 

The EEC is continuing to send physical and 
spiritual aid to the Hungarian refugees who still 
continue to escape into Austria daily. HELP 
THESE COURAGEOUS PEOPLE NOW 
IN THEIR HOUR OF DESPERATE NEED. 
These are moments of crisis and momentous change, 
and we cannot wait to help the thousands who are 
suddenly homeless, sick, hungry, and comfortless. 


THEY NEED YOUR HELP NOW! 


As God directs and touches your heart, 
please send $1, $5, $10, or $100; but send 
it today and mark it “Hungarian refugees.’ 
WE NEED YOUR PRAYERS AND WE 
ala NEED YOUR SUPPORT 


Yours on behalf of the Hungarian refugees, 


fas C. Stiwat- 


Director for North America 









